
The Word Became Flesh 
John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 
into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 
8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9 The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 
16 From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made him known. 

The “Word” is an ancient philosophical concept 
referring to the divine principle or idea by which 
God created the universe. In rewriting the story 
of creation, John is blending Jewish and Greek 
concepts to make the story of Jesus accessible 
to everyone. 

Here is the great tragedy of human history, 
that God came among us, yet was 
recognized by only a few. 

Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament covenant, and so surpasses 
even Moses.
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O b s e r v a t i o n s

The coming of Jesus Christ presents a new beginning for the 
human race. So the Apostle John began his Gospel with a rewrite 
of the creation story and sets Jesus as its center. The Genesis 
creation story begins with God creating light and ends with God 
giving life to mankind; this second story presents Jesus as the light 
who then gives to mankind the new possibility of embracing true, 
spiritual life.

The word for life used here is Zoë, which 
refers to Spiritual life, that is, life that can 
relate to God who is Spirit. (The word Bios 
refers only to our material life.) Jesus had 
Zoë within him, and is able to grant it to to 
all those who come to him. 

Jesus is the incarnation of God, and was 
therefore present before the foundation of the 
world. 

Yet the great glory of human history is that 
those who receive him are given power to 
become children of God.

Grace and truth are powerful when 
combined. Grace without truth is license. 
Truth without grace is judgmentalism. Jesus 
speaks and acts with both grace and truth, 
which leads to our transformation.



✱

Q u e s t i o n s for reflection or group discussion:

God

The Kingdom

Personal Growth

Relationships

Our Mission

Jesus Christ is the incarnation of God, that is, God who 
became human. 

As Jesus spoke and acted with grace and truth, so we can 
grow in our ability to respond in a Christ-like manner.

Anyone who believes in Jesus is our sister or brother. 

Our mission must be centered in bringing people into a 
living relationship with Jesus Christ that they might also 
become children of God.

A p p l i c a t i o n for abundant living:

The kingdom is available to all who believe in him, 
regardless of their present condition or personal history.

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul compares Adam with Jesus as the two sole representatives of the 
human race. He states that in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive (verse 22), and 
that “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit” (verse 45). Read this chapter for an appreciation of how our new spiritual identification 
with Jesus Christ frees us from our former identification with Adam.

F u r t h e r  S t u d y for a deeper understanding:

Verse for Memory:

But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God. (John 1:12)

Jesus Christ is the way to new life. By our association with him, we are freed from our bondage to 
sin and given an opportunity to become the children of God. Yet it takes time for us to live into our 
new identity.

If our new life in Christ is better than our old worldly life, why does following Jesus seem so 
difficult at times?

If God desires us to enter into new life, why do you think he allows Satan to continue to tempt us?

In what area of you life would you like to see better progress?

Final Thought:
What is God
teaching you?


