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2. Becoming Equipped for the Journey
Jesus will equip us with everything we need for our journey.
He does this through his spoken word. If we are listening,
he will offer us truth that leads to our transformation. In
order for his word to take root, we will need to overcome
certain common obstacles. Jesus once described these in
a short story called, “The Parable of the Sower.”

Observations
Parable of the Sower
Luke 8:4-15
4 When a great crowd gathered and people from
town after town came to him, he said in a parable:
5 “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he
sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on,
and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Some fell on the
rock; and as it grew up, it withered for lack of
moisture. 7 Some fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew with it and choked it. 8 Some fell into good
soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.”
As he said this, he called out, “Let anyone with ears
to hear listen!”
9 Then his disciples asked him what this parable
meant. 10 He said, “To you it has been given to know
the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to others I
speak in parables, so that ‘looking they may not
perceive, and listening they may not understand.’
11 “Now the parable is this:
The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones on the
path are those who have heard; then the devil comes
and takes away the word from their hearts, so that
they may not believe and be saved. 13 The ones on
the rock are those who, when they hear the word,
receive it with joy. But these have no root; they
believe only for a while and in a time of testing fall
away. 14 As for what fell among the thorns, these are
the ones who hear; but as they go on their way, they
are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of
life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 But as for
that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when
they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and
good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance.

Jesus often taught in parables: short stories
that contain eternal truth. The parables get us
thinking and help us to see our lives in a new
light. Some of the greatest mysteries of God
are revealed in these simple stories.

Jesus typically ended his teaching with this
challenge. As a teacher, his role was to speak
the truths of God, yet we as listeners also have
a role: to hear, understand and apply his truth.

The “kingdom of God” is God’s plan to restore
all humanity through the redemptive work of
Christ and the transforming work of the
Holy Spirit.

The “Word” refers to the thoughts of God
expressed through the Holy Spirit. The Word is
the means by which God directs us toward his
purposes, and is readily available to all who
turn to God through Jesus Christ.
Although God sows His Word, there are many
obstacles to its growth. Satan distracts us,
persecution discourages us, and the things of
this world entice us. In order for the Word to
take root we must be focused, persistent and
intentional.
When the Word finally takes root, it begins to
bear fruit, and the characteristics of God begin
to grow within us, bringing new life to our
personal lives and relationships.

Verse for Memory:
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God!” (Luke 8:10)

✱

A p p l i c a t i o n for abundant living:

Personal Growth
God wants you to grow spiritually, which will take both time and attention.
In the same way that a potted plant must be tended daily, you must give
daily attention to the wellness of your soul. Find a place, set aside a time,
read the Bible and pray. Allow God’s Word to flourish in you every day,
and guard this time from all distraction.

Grow Together
But God doesn’t want us to grow in isolation.
Some of the greatest joy in the Christian life is found in our
growth together. Find other believers who can share the
journey with you. Our church’s new Small Group launch in
February is a great opportunity. Sign up is January 22-29.

F u r t h e r S t u d y for a deeper understanding:
When the Word of God takes root, it begins to bear spiritual fruit. The Apostle Paul defined this
fruit in the following way:
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”
(Galatians 5:22-23)
This spiritual fruit is contrasted with the common ways of the world. Read more about the power
of spiritual living in Galatians 5:16-26.

Questions

for reflection or group discussion:

What fruit is God currently causing to grow in your life?
What are your primary distractions?
What is one step you will take to better allow the Word of God to take root?

Final Thought:
What is God
teaching you?

