Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from Evil.
The Lord’s Prayer is Jesus’ answer to how we can
experience a deep and satisfying spiritual intimacy
with God. Yet Jesus waited for his disciples to ask
him to teach them how to pray. Our yearning to learn
a new way of living provides the space needed in our
soul for new, spiritual growth.
Hempfield UMC / 5-28–17

Agreement vs. Demands
Our approach to prayer is as important as the content of our prayers.
Prayer is agreement with God; it not to be used as an opportunity to advance our
personal agenda. If we approach the time of prayer only with our own agenda, we will
miss out on the blessings God intends for us. God indeed has a will for our lives, and
God will not surrender his own will to satisfy our base desires. Instead, when we
surrender our will, we are able to embrace God’s better will for us. This will lead us to
abundant living and victory over every evil that oppresses us.

The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

…
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from Evil.

Observations
The First Movement of the Prayer
In this first movement of the Lord’s
Prayer, we set ourselves rightly before
God. We acknowledge that God is our
heavenly Father, agree that his kingdom
should come, and declare that God’s will
should be done on earth.
Transition
Once we have declared God’s glory and
submitted ourselves to God’s will, we are
ready to ask God to accomplish his will.
Everything that follows in this prayer
reveals what God intends to do in our
personal lives and in the world.
The Second Movement of the Prayer
Our daily bread refers to the spiritual
resources we need to grow in the Lord.
God wants to provide us with the
strength, wisdom, and insight we need to
live victoriously. God also wants to
forgive us of our sins and free us from
any spirit of unforgiveness toward others.
God also wants to deliver us from
temptation and from the power of evil.
God desires to do all of this, yet God will
not impose his will on us; he waits for us
to agree in prayer.

✱
______________________________________
Y o u r N o t e s what God is saying to you:

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Application

Surrender
Your Agenda

for abundant living:

&

Trust in the
Goodness of God

Take a moment and think about the agenda you have for your life. Perhaps write it down.
Compare your list with the will of God expressed in the Lord’s Prayer. It will not take long to
see that God’s will far surpasses your own. Be willing to surrender your agenda and trust in
the goodness of God.

F u r t h e r S t u d y for a deeper understanding:
James 1:2-8 and 12-18 shows how blessings come when we endure times of testing. It
explains how God never tempts us to evil, but that temptation comes from our own unbridled
desires.
1 Corinthians 10:12-13 shows how God will often allow us to face a time of testing so that our
faith can grow.
Read over both these passages, then try to answer the following questions:

Questions

for reflection or group discussion:

Why would God allow us to be tested?
Can you think of an example of a testing that might come from God?
What is the difference between a time of testing and a temptation?
What are some possible ways God might provide for us to find a way out of temptation?

