SLAVES TO
RIGHTEOUSNESS
The Bible states that righteousness and faith are
closely linked. When we live by faith, we are
simultaneously pursuing righteousness. In the
following passage, Paul talks about an essential
choice that we all must make regarding whom we
will serve.

Slaves to Righteousness
Romans 6:15-23
15 What then? Should we sin because
we are not under law but under grace?
By no means! 16 Do you not know that
if you present yourselves to anyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the
one whom you obey, either of sin,
which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? 17 But
thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become
obedient from the heart to the form of
teaching to which you were
entrusted, 18 and that you, having
been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness. 19 I am
speaking in human terms because of
your natural limitations. For just as you
once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and to greater and
greater iniquity, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness
for sanctification.
20 When you were slaves of sin, you
were free in regard to
righteousness. 21 So what advantage
did you then get from the things of
which you now are ashamed? The end
of those things is death. 22 But now
that you have been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, the advantage you
get is sanctification. The end is eternal
life. 23 For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Observations
Slaves to Sin or Righteousness
Paul presents two options for how we can
live. Either we are slaves to sin, which
leads to further separation from God, or
we are slaves to righteousness, which
leads to greater intimacy with God. While
we can only be slaves to either one or the
other, we are given the freedom to choose
whom we will serve.

Sanctification (a definition)
Sanctification is the process by which we
are made holy. It is the second work of
God in the process of our redemption
and follows the first work of justification.
Once we are made right with God
through the blood of Jesus Christ, the
Holy Spirit begins to work within us to
reorient us to the life of righteousness.

End Results
Sin is a progressive power that leads us
further and further away from God. The
final result of sin is eternal separation
from God. But righteousness is also a
progressive power that leads us toward
greater intimacy with God. The final
result of righteousness is eternal life.
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Y o u r N o t e s what God is saying to you:

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
Application

for abundant living:

Imagine being lost in a wilderness with a map, but no compass.
The map provides the information about the terrain; the compass
shows direction.
The law of God is like the map. It provides us with information
about where to go and where not to go. The Holy Spirit is like the
compass. It points us in the right direction and helps move us
forward.
It is not enough for us to merely gather information about God.
We need to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit to receive
instruction about what direction God is calling us to take.

F u r t h e r S t u d y for a deeper understanding:
The Call of Abraham
Genesis 12 begins the story of the call of Abraham (whose first name was Abram). All of us
who seek to live by faith are the spiritual children of Abraham. Begin reading about his life, and
the amazing story of how God chose Abraham to be the father of a nation through whom God
would bless the world. Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of this promise.

Questions

for reflection or group discussion:

Are you a person who reads the directions first before doing something,
or do you ignore the directions and just dive in?
Have you ever known someone who knew lots of information about the Bible,
but whose life didn’t seem to match their knowledge?
Trusting God requires us to be obedient to God’s call, even when we can’t see what’s next.
Are you willing to follow God in this way?

