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Thanksgiving

Leads to Contentment
The first Thanksgiving took place shortly after the
people of God entered into the Promised Land. Their
celebration of thanks reminded them of God's
provision and blessed them with the spiritual gift of
contentment. Thanksgiving has an important role to
play in our world today. Rather than worrying about
things we think we need, giving thanks reminds us of
God's promise to provide all we need. This frees us
to pursue the spiritual blessings of God's kingdom.

Deuteronomy 26 - The First Thanksgiving
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that
the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the
priest who is in oﬃce at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord your
God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give
us.” 4 When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the
altar of the Lord your God, 5 you shall make this response before the Lord your God:
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as
an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and
populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and aﬄicted us, by imposing hard
labor on us, 7 we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice
and saw our aﬄiction, our toil, and our oppression. 8 The Lord brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and
with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground
that you, O Lord, have given me.”
You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your
God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you,
shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your
house.

SIMPLE
TRUTHS
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1.God has called us.
2.God provides for us.
3.God has a future for us.
4.God wants us to trust Him.

Thanksgiving Day Prayer - 2017
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, on this Thanksgiving Day we pause to give
thanks for how you care for us and provide for all our needs.
For life, love, and joy.
For faith, truth, and grace.
For food and shelter, work and rest.
For our country and for the freedoms we cherish.
For the joy of living, and for the hope of eternal life.
In all these things we recognize you as our Provider.
On this day of national thanksgiving, restore us to be a grateful people.
Grant us the wisdom to see how you continually care for those who honor you.
And let us rest content with what you provide, entrusting our future into your
gracious hands. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Questions

for reflection or group discussion:

What is your favorite Thanksgiving memory?
What things are you most thankful for?
On a scale of one to ten, how content are you?
What steps might you take to trust God for your future?

✱
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