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The

“For I did not shrink back from declaring to you the whole counsel of God” ~ Acts 20:27

The Human Condition
(Article 7, The Confession of Faith of the Evangelical United Brethren Church)
We believe human beings are fallen from righteousness and, apart from the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, are destitute of holiness and inclined to evil. Except people are
born again, they cannot see the Kingdom of God. In our own strength, without divine
grace, we cannot do good works pleasing and acceptable to God. We believe,
however, that when we are influenced and empowered by the Holy Spirit we
responsible in freedom to exercise our will for good.

The Image of God
Genesis 1:26-28
26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God created humankind in his image, in the
image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.”

O B S E R VAT I O N S
✦ Humanity was made in the image of God
✦ Part of this image is vocational, that is, were were made to rule.
✦ Men and women were made to rule together.
✦ All creatures fall under the rule of humanity.

F u r t h e r S t u d y for a deeper understanding
The following daily readings are available on our church app.
Sunday

The Fall of Humanity

Genesis 3:1-7

Monday

Sin Manifest

Genesis 4:1-16

Tuesday

Toxic Humanity

Genesis 6:1-8

Wednesday The Need for Faith

Genesis 12:1-8

Thursday

The Need for Law

Exodus 20:1-21

Friday

The Second Adam

1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 45-49

Saturday

Our Future State

Revelation 21:1-7

APPLICATION

for Daily Living

Spirit Empowered

Self-Rule
Jesus Christ has come to restore humanity to its rightful place as stewards of God’s
Creation. The Holy Spirit works to repair the damage of sin and train us to serve again
as God’s representatives in the world. We begin by learning to govern ourselves.
We take every thought captive and make it obedient to Christ.
(2 Corinthians 10:5)
If you can control your tongue, you are mature and can control your whole body.
(James 3:2)
We speak the truth in love.
(Ephesians 4:15)

Q U E S T I O N S for discussion
What are the ways in which humanity is ruling well?
What are the ways in which humanity is not ruling well?
What steps might we take to better control our thoughts?
What steps might we take to better control our tongue?

