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Mark 2:13-17
13 Jesus went out again beside the sea.
The whole crowd was coming to him,
and he was teaching them. 14 Then,
passing by, he saw Levi the son of
Alphaeus sitting at the toll booth, and
he said to him, “Follow me,” and he got
up and followed him.

He even eats in

their homes!
Levi (Matthew)

The other name for Levi is Matthew, the
very author of this gospel. Matthew was
a tax-collector whose job was to exact
taxes from the Jewish people to pay for
the occupying Roman government. He
was hated for this and was spurned by
his community. When Jesus ate at his
home, it was considered scandalous!

15 While he was reclining at the table
in Levi’s house, many tax collectors and
sinners were eating with Jesus and his
disciples, for there were many who
were following him. 16 When the
scribes who were Pharisees saw that he
was eating with sinners and tax
collectors, they asked his disciples,
“Why does he eat with tax collectors
and sinners?”
17 When Jesus heard this, he told
them, “It is not those who are well who
need a doctor, but those who are sick. I
didn’t come to call the righteous, but
sinners.”

Many Tax Collectors and Sinners Were Eating with Jesus.

When Jesus called Matthew, Matthew asked Jesus to dinner and invited all his friends. This put
Jesus in connection with many other tax collectors. Soon many people were listening to him
teach. New believers tend to become the best evangelists. Once someone responds to the call to
follow Jesus, they want their friends to share in the same joy!

The Righteous

Those who kept all of the Jewish rules and regulations considered themselves righteous. They
tended to look down their noses at those who didn’t keep the Jewish religious traditions.

The Sinners.

Many people were either unwilling or unable to keep the host of Jewish traditions. These were
often labeled “sinners” and were rejected by those who considered themselves righteous. Yet it
was the sinners who responded to Jesus’ message of repentance and new life.

Scripture for Further Study
The scribes, Pharisees, and teachers of the law were always complaining about how open
Jesus was to people who had been labeled “sinners.” At one point, Jesus lashed out at
them for their hypocrisy. Read about this in Matthew 23

Application for Abundant Living
In the game Monopoly, every time you pass
“GO” you collect $200 and start your journey
around the board again. It’s a fresh start.
Each day we wake up, we get a chance to
restart our day. We can think again about the
principles and truths by which we live. Here
are two essential truths that go hand in hand:
God loves me / I am a sinner
The more I know the love of God, the more I
become aware of my sinfulness. The more I
am aware of my sinfulness, the more I
appreciate the love of God. On and on it
goes, with a deeper appreciation for God’s
love and grace.
Remembering how God loves me enables
me to show love toward others.
Remembering my own sinfulness helps me
show grace toward others.
Think about how you can start your day grounded in the beautiful truths of the Kingdom.

Questions for Group Discussion
How do you get your day started?
Do you find it easy or hard to think of yourself as a sinner?
Who are the people that make you most uncomfortable?
How do you deal with your own prejudices?
How can we become more open to others?

