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Good Soil!!
Our study of the Bible must begin with a careful study 
of ourselves. The Bible is one of the primary means 
by which God will speak to us, but the condition of our 
soul will determine how receptive we are. In the 
parable of the sower in Matthew 13, Jesus spoke of 
how the Word of God would be broadcast into the 
world. Although God’s Word would be heard by many 
people, it would take root only in those people whose 
lives were as good soil is to seed.  With this in mind, 
we should examine the inward condition of our soul 
and make the necessary internal adjustments so that 
the Word of God can take root within and bring us to 
spiritual fruitfulness.!!
Exploring Our Motives!!
Is important for each of us to pay careful attention to 
the motives by which we study the Bible. From the 
parable of the sower we should see that God sends 
forth his Word so that his people might produce 
spiritual fruit. The book of Galatians records very 
specifically what kind of fruit God wants to produce in 
each of our lives. Unfortunately, many people will 
study the Bible for other purposes such as to win an 
argument or to make themselves respectable in the 
eyes of other people. Such motives will prevent us 
from experiencing true spiritual growth.  Yet when our 
motives align with God’s purposes, we shall certainly 
experience a beautiful, spiritual growth and 
fruitfulness in our lives.!!
Making Room!!
Each of us should intentionally make room for the 
study and meditation of God’s Word. Because each of 
our lives is different, this general prescription needs to 
be thoughtfully worked out by each individual. Some 
will find it best to begin the day with study and 
meditation; others will find that the end of the day 
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“Other	  seeds	  fell	  on	  good	  soil	  
and	  brought	  forth	  grain,	  some	  a	  
hundredfold,	  some	  sixty,	  some	  
thirty.	  Let	  anyone	  with	  ears	  
listen!”	  Matthew	  13:8-‐9

“By	  contrast,	  the	  fruit	  of	  the	  
Spirit	  is	  love,	  joy,	  peace,	  
patience,	  kindness,	  generosity,	  
faithfulness,	  gentleness,	  and	  	  
self-‐control.”	  Galatians	  5:22

What is your motive!
in studying the Bible?



works best. Some might be able to listen best in the 
quiet of their bedroom, others in the busy noise of the 
café. Whatever place and time we determine, we will 
have to defend it jealously from the numerous 
distractions we will certainly face. !!
Making room requires more than determining the time 
and place to study. It requires us to clear out the 
clutter of our minds. Every day we are bombarded by 
numerous messages that are in conflict with God’s 
Word. Often times, we are passively receiving these 
messages without any thoughtful evaluation.  Making 
room for God’s Word requires us to push back the  
worldly philosophies and ideals that fill our head. As 
the truth of God’s Word begins to replace the 
falsehood of worldly philosophies, the result with be a 
growing peace and joy in our soul.!!
God’s Purpose!!
The Bible is much more then a book of history and 
doctrine. It is a compilation of many books written 
over many generations by many authors who were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit as they wrote.  
Because the Bible was written under the influence of 
God’s Spirit, it is useful for the purposes determined 
by the Spirit. 2 Timothy 3:16 records the numerous 
applications of God’s Word and its final goal: that we 
would be thoroughly equipped for every good work.!!
The Holy Spirit!!
Because the Bible was generated by the Holy Spirit, a 
relationship with God through the Holy Spirit is required 
for us to correctly interpret the Bible. This explains why 
many people, some of whom may be  intellectually 
gifted, will read the Bible yet fail to understand it’s 
simple spiritual truth. Conversely, there are many young 
children who are not yet intellectually developed but 
can understand the deeper truths of God. This is why 
merely reading the Bible merely as an intellectual 
exercise is insufficient to bring us to spiritual 
enlightenment. Each of us must first make a decision to 
open our heart and mind to God before we will be 
enabled by the Holy Spirit to understand the Scriptures.!

“Those	  who	  are	  unspiritual	  do	  
not	  receive	  the	  gifts	  of	  God’s	  
Spirit,	  for	  they	  are	  foolishness	  to	  
them,	  and	  they	  are	  unable	  to	  
understand	  them	  because	  they	  
are	  spiritually	  discerned.”	  	  
1	  Corinthians	  2:14

How will you make room!
for the Word of God!

to take root in your life?

“All	  Scripture	  is	  inspired	  by	  God	  
(lit.	  God-‐breathed)	  and	  is	  useful	  
for	  teaching,	  for	  reproof,	  for	  
correction,	  and	  for	  training	  in	  
righteousness,	  so	  that	  everyone	  
who	  belongs	  to	  God	  may	  be	  
proTicient,	  equipped	  for	  every	  
good	  work.”	  	  
2	  Timothy	  3:16



!
The Role of Prayer!!
Prayer is an essential part of Bible study. Prayer is the 
means by which we center ourselves in God and 
invite the Holy Spirit to reveal God’s truth. When we 
begin our study in prayer, we are relinquishing our 
selfish motives and goals in order to embrace God’s 
purposes for our lives. When we pray, we should yield 
ourselves to God and ask God to open our spiritual 
eyes.  As we read, we should simultaneously be 
listening for God.  Sometimes we will read great 
portions of Scripture and not hear God’s voice. This 
does not mean that our reading of the Bible has no 
value. In such cases, we are storing up biblical 
knowledge that may be very useful to us at a later 
time. The words we read might also reinforce some 
truths that we have already learned at an earlier time. 
At other times we might read a few short versus and 
hear God speak in a powerful way. Whenever this 
happens, we should underline important verses and 
take note of what we have learned.!!
The Notebook!!
 A faithful student of the Bible will take notes of what 
the Holy Spirit reveals and refer to these notes 
regularly. The first and most obvious method of noting 
important verses is to underline them. Underlinings 
help us to quickly return to the verses that kindle our 
new understandings. A second step is to recored 
these verses in a notebook and journal a few 
sentences or paragraphs as to what these verses 
mean to us. A simple process of reading and retaining 
spiritual truth is as follows:!!
1. Begin with a prayer for illumination!
2. Read the Bible and actively listen for what the 

Holy Spirit might reveal.!
3. Underline verses that speak to you.!
4. Record these verses in a notebook along with 

your thoughts and reflections.!
5. Review your notebook entries until you have set 

each verse to memory and internalized the 
spiritual truths they represent.!

Getting started:!!
Find a way of taking 
notes that fits in with 
your personality. Whether 
it be a simple ringed 
notebook, a fancy 
leather-bound notebook 
or an app on your tablet, 
it should something easy 
to write on and reference.!!
Spend a few dollars at an 
art store to buy quality 
colored pencils. Ink 
markers will often bleed 
through the page.!!
Whatever method you 
choose, make it fun!!




