
!
The Bible’s Original Textual Form!!
In the ancient world, paper was a precious commodity that was made by hand. 
Whenever copies of the ancient texts were made, scribes would make the best use of 
the paper available to them. The original texts of the Bible did not denote chapters and 
verses, nor were there even spaces between words. To gain a sense for what reading 
such a text would be like, here is what John 3:16 would have looked like had English 
been one of the early languages of the Bible: !!
FORGODSOLOVEDTHEWORLDTHATHEGAVEHISONLYBEGOTTENSONTHATWHO
EVERBELIEVESINHIMMIGHTNOTPERISHBUTHAVEEVERLASTINGLIFE!!
As paper became more available, those who copied manuscripts began to use 
additional space to separate blocks of Scripture into paragraphs. With the advent of the 
printing press, many new opportunities opened up the Scriptures to be presented in 
much more readable forms.!
!
Where do chapters and verses come from?!!
The Bible was not originally written with chapters and verses, but with text that one 
would normally see in any common book. Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury 
(1150 AD -1228 AD), was responsible for arranging the Bible into chapters. Robert 
Stephanus (1503-1559), a French printer, added verse numbers to Langton’s 
arrangement of chapters. This division of chapter and verse has now gained worldwide 
acceptance and is used in all modern translations.!!
Finding the Blocks!!
While the current ordering of chapters and verses has great benefit, it does create a 
unique problem. Sometimes a chapter division occurs in the middle of the story or in the 
center of a passage of Scripture that should be viewed as a whole. Additionally, 
sometimes verse divisions appear in the middle of a sentence or thought. If we read the 
Bible only according to the division of its chapters and verses, we will often fail to see 
the larger portion of Scripture with its beginning and ending points. We may also fail to 
see the author’s progression of thought and perhaps miss key ideas the author is trying 
to express. !!
The solution to this problem is to ignore the current chapter and verse divisions and 
identify the beginning and ending points of specific passages for ourselves. We are then 
free to analyze passages of Scripture according to the intention of the authors. In order 
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to do this, we must learn a new method for identifying blocks of Scripture and analyze 
them accordingly.!!
Using Colored Pencils!!
In this lesson we will use colored pencils to identify blocks of Scripture and hone in on 
key verses.  The best colored pencils are found in an arts or crafts store and have soft 
lead so as to leave a heavy mark on the paper.  We will avoid using ink because it often 
bleeds through the paper. Any color scheme will work, but the one presented here has a 
logic to it. We will begin with one side of the color spectrum and move to the other. For 
those who are not able to see color, we will suggest placing various shapes in the 
margins.!!
Identifying blocks of Scripture (Purple) or  “ ▷ “!
The first step is to identify the blocks of Scripture that will be analyzed as a whole. This 
takes a little practice, but is not very hard to do. In the historical books of the Old 
Testament or the gospel narratives in the New Testament we should look for 
introductory  statements that bring about the change of scenery. When we see the Bible 
stating, “After Jesus stated these things, he left that place and moved on to another 
town…”  we know that we have come to the end of one passage and the beginning of 
another. In other types of biblical literature, we will have to look for transitions of 
thought. For example, whenever we see the word “Therefore…”  we can assume that 
the focus is shifting from one subject to another. When we recognize one of these 
transitions, we should mark it with a line between the text. In the color scheme 
presented in this lesson, we will use the color purple or violet. [ For those who do not 
see color well, we will suggest placing an inward-facing triangle in the margins. ] What 
we are looking for in this first step are the large blocks of Scripture that present a  
singular theme.!!
Finding transitions within each block (Blue) or  “ ›❯ “ !!
Within each block of Scripture, we will typically find transitions from one subject to 
another. Here it is important to note the authors progression of thought. We will mark 
these transitions with a blue line in the text. [ For those who do not see color well, we 
will suggest placing an arrow head facing inward. ]!!
Noting the setting (Green) or a wavy line!!
In some passages, it is essential to understand the setting in order to see the deeper 
meaning. When we see such verses, we should take special note of them. To illustrate, 
we might look to the following passage in the Gospel of Luke where the Pharisees and 
teachers of the law complained about Jesus’ association with “sinners.”!



“Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” (Luke 15:1-2)!!

In the verses that follow this introduction, Jesus told three stories, one of which is the 
story of the prodigal son. Were we to read that story independently, our focus would be 
on the younger son who leaves his family, ruins his life and then returns to his father for 
mercy.  While this is certainly part of the story, the true purpose for the parable is found 
in the reaction of the older brother who represents the grumbling Pharisees and scribes. 
When we read this story in its context we are able to see its larger purpose.!!
For the purposes of this lesson we will underline such passages in the color green. For 
those who have difficulty seeing color, we will suggest using a wavy line to denote 
verses of setting.!!
Noting important verses (yellow and orange) or  “ - “ and “ = “ !!
Once we have identified blocks of Scripture and found transitions within each block, we 
will go back over the text and begin to underline important verses. In our first reading, 
we will use the color yellow and liberally underline verses that stand out to us as 
meaningful or important. In our second reading, we will go back over the verses we 
have underlined in yellow and look for verses that stand out among them. These verses 
we will underline in orange. This process of underlining will make us familiar with the 
text and help us to see more clearly the author’s progression of thought. [ For those who 
do not see color well, we will suggest underlining in any color, but placing a dash in the 
margins in place of the color yellow, and adding a second dash to create an equal sign 
for the color orange. ] !!
Finding the Key Verse (red) or “            “!!
Finally, we will review the verses we have underlined and look for the key verse. This 
will be a verse that encapsulates the idea of the entire block of Scripture. This key verse 
is worthy of setting to memory and will help us remember and correctly interpret the 
entire block Scripture. [ For those who do not see color well, we will suggest placing a 
sign of a key in the margins. ] !!
Stating the Theme!!
Once we have identified the key verse of a block of Scripture, we are ready to state 
what the theme of that block is. Sometimes the key verse will do this for us without 
much need to elaborate further. To illustrate, we might consider the Sermon on the 
Mount recorded in Matthew chapters 5 through 7. One of the blocks of Scripture within 
this passage is Matthew 5:17-20 where Jesus talks about being the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. !!



Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not 
to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. (Matthew 5:17-20)!!

The key verse of this passage is at the beginning “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish but to fulfill.”  We might 
therefore simply state that the theme of this passage is that Jesus Christ has come to 
fulfill the Law and the Prophets.  !!
Putting Blocks Together!!
Once we have stated the theme of each block of Scripture, we can begin to put blocks 
together and see the overarching theme of an entire book.  While this does take careful 
thought and much thinking and rethinking, the end result is very satisfying.  If we are 
persistent, we will have been able to correctly analyze the Scriptures for ourselves, and 
identify the central ideas they were written to express.!
Using a Study Notebook!!
At this point, we will want to use a study notebook to record our observations. A study 
notebook is different from a spiritual journal. The purpose of a spiritual journal is to keep 
track of our spiritual progress. The purpose of the study notebook is to build up and 
reinforce our knowledge of the Bible. In the study notebook, we will want to keep notes 
about the authorship, date and context of the book we are studying. We will want to 
identify the blocks of Scripture we are analyzing, and record important and key verses. 
We will also want to record our thoughts as to the themes each block of Scripture is 
expressing. Finally, we will want to identify the overarching purpose of each book. The 
study notebook can be a permanent fixture in our library, enabling us to have quick 
reference to things we have learned.


