
!!
GO!!
Jesus Christ intends for the message of his 
kingdom to spread throughout the entire 
globe. He has entrusted this work to his 
disciples who have become fully trained in 
the principles of the kingdom of God. As it 
was for the disciples of Jesus in the first 
century, so it is with us. Christ calls us to 
bear the message of the gospel to the 
world.!!
Geography!
In one of the resurrection appearances, 
Jesus explained how the expansion of his 
kingdom would happen geographically. He 
said to his disciples, “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). This verse 
is often used in the local church context as 
a strategy for evangelism. We are to 
advance the gospel in our church, our 
community, our country and our world.!!
The Purpose of Discipleship!
More important than the geographic 
implications are the recipients of this 
commission. Jesus had spent three years 
with his disciples training them in the 
principles of the kingdom of God. This 
training was necessary in order for them to 
fulfill their calling. The disciples understood 
this goal, even at the moment of their 
calling. For example, when Jesus said to 
the fishermen, “Follow me,” he then said, 
“and I will make you fish for people” !
(Matthew 4:19). The phrase, “and I will 
make you,” refers to their training. The 
phrase “fish for people,” refers to the 
purpose and goal of discipleship.!!

!!!
Questions for Reflection!
With the understanding that 
discipleship is purposeful for the 
expansion of the kingdom of God, 
we should ask ourselves three 
essential questions:!!
1. Have we heard the call to follow 
Christ to follow him? In the American 
church, we often hear the phrase, 
“accepting Jesus as our personal 
Savior.” While there is nothing wrong 
with the use of this term, discipleship 
entails something more than 
salvation. It requires us to reorient 
our entire life around his teaching.!!
2. Are we currently engaged in the 
process of discipleship? Discipleship 
takes time, and is best accomplished 
when we give time on a daily basis 
for our spiritual growth. We should 
examine the manner of our living to 
determine if we are learning daily 
from our Master.!!
3. Are we working to bring the 
gospel to others? This is the goal of 
discipleship, and requires both our 
personal witness and our corporate 
partnership with the community of 
faith. !!
A Final Word.!
Simon Peter first responded to 
Jesus by saying, “Go away from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!” !
(Luke 5:8). Here is the single 
qualification for anyone to begin a 
life of discipleship. We confess our 
sin, leave everything behind, and 
follow him.
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“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
(Matthew 28:18-20)


