
All Authority in Heaven and Earth!
Jesus Christ has made an astonishing 
claim: that God has made him king over 
heaven and earth. The theme of his 
authority is expressed consistently 
throughout all his teaching. The modern 
notion that Jesus of Nazareth was merely a 
human being who was deified after his 
death is a falsehood. Jesus quite clearly 
claimed to be the divine Son of God 
throughout his ministry.!!
The Son of Man!
Jesus most often referred to himself as “The 
Son of Man.” In using this phrase, Jesus is 
not stating that he is merely human, but is 
making reference to a vision in the book of 
Daniel regarding the coming Messiah.!!
As I watched in the night visions, 
I saw one like a Son of Man 
    coming with the clouds of heaven. 
And he came to the Ancient One 
    and was presented before him. 
To him was given dominion 
    and glory and kingship, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
    should serve him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
    that shall not pass away, 
and his kingship is one 
    that shall never be destroyed. 
(Daniel 7:13-14) 

Whenever Jesus used the phrase 
“The Son of Man,”he was making 
reference to this passage in Daniel. 
The people who heard him knew 
exactly what he was talking about. 
The Pharisees and teachers of the 
law railed against him because of his 
claim. His faithful followers likewise 
understood him, and followed him as 
the Messiah and Son of God.!!
Here are a few places in Matthew 
where Jesus uses this term:!!
Matthew 8:20 
Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head. !
Matthew 9:6 
But so that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins”–he then said to the 
paralytic–“Stand up, take your bed 
and go to your home.” !
Matthew 12:8 
For the Son of Man is lord of the 
sabbath. !
Matthew 16:28 
Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom. !
Matthew 20:18 
See, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of Man will be handed 
over to the chief priests and scribes, 
and they will condemn him to death. !
Matthew 20:20 
The Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. 
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All authority in heaven and earth 
has been given to me…
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…Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you.  And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)



How Does Jesus Use Authority?!
Let’s face it; if any one of us were to have 
the kind of power and authority Jesus had, 
we would misuse it, perhaps not at first, but 
inevitably. There is a common saying, 
“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely.”  Yet in Jesus 
Christ we see power used in a selfless and 
benevolent way.!!
First, Jesus did not use his authority for 
himself, but for God. In his confrontation 
with the Devil, Jesus faced the critical 
temptations regarding the use of power and 
overcame each one. !!
Stones to Bread.!
Jesus refused to use the power God gave 
him for his own comfort and pleasure.!!
Throw Yourself Down.!
Jesus refused to throw himself from the 
pinnacle of the temple so that the angels 
would catch him and he would immediately 
be recognized as God’s Son. He would not 
use his power for his own fame.!!
Worship Me.!
Satan promised to give Jesus all the 
kingdoms of the earth if only Jesus would 
bow and worship him. Jesus refused. He 
would not build a kingdom according to his 
own will but according to God’s will.!
(Read the entire story in Matthew 4)!!
So how did Jesus use his authority? Always 
for the blessing of others. He healed the 
sick, cast out demons, and proclaimed a 
way of life that was authentic and genuine.!
The people responded with amazement:!!
Mark 1:22 
They were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes. !!!!

Authority Conferred.!
In the Great Commission, Jesus 
conferred his authority to his 
followers. He said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given 
to me, therefore, Go!”  Jesus has 
therefore chosen to build his 
kingdom through his followers. This 
is a profound responsibility, and one 
that we do not often realize. 
Wherever we go, we are called to 
serve as Christ ambassadors. Christ 
gives us authority over the powers of 
evil and corruption.  We are also 
given authority to bear his grace and 
forgiveness. We are given authority 
to call people into new life. !!
We will not need to go far or look 
wide before we will see a place 
where the kingdom of Christ needs 
to be realized. In our homes, our 
schools, our places of work, 
wherever we go, we will encounter 
people who need the grace of Christ. 
Our job is to see those around us 
with the eyes of Christ and to love 
them on his behalf.!!
For study:!
Use an online resource and do a 
word search on the phrase !
“Son of Man” for every place Jesus 
uses this term.!!
For Prayer:!
Pray that Jesus will open your 
spiritual eyes to see your place of 
service in his kingdom.!!
For Service:!
Begin loving and serving others as 
ambassadors of Christ in a tangible 
and meaningful way.!!! !
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