
Baptism!
Baptism is the sign of new life. It references 
the water of the womb in which our bodies 
develop. When the time for our birth comes, 
the water breaks and we are born into the 
world. Likewise, the new life that comes 
through Jesus Christ is like a new birth. !
2 Corinthians 517 says, “If anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything 
old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new!”!!
John the Baptist!
John the Baptist was a forerunner of Jesus 
Christ. He came as the last in a long line of 
prophets who were preparing God’s people 
for the coming of the Messiah. John called 
the people to repentance in preparation for 
the work of Jesus Christ. The baptism John 
offered was a baptism of repentance from 
sin and was offered in preparation for the 
work of Christ. John explained his baptism 
this way:!!
“I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire.” (Matthew 3:11) !
God poured his Holy Spirit into Jesus Christ. 
Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus had access 

to the fullness of God’s person and 
power. The work that Jesus did was 
not his own, but came from God. 
After his death and resurrection, the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on the 
disciples and on everyone who 
turned to Jesus Christ for new 
life.The Holy Spirit in lightens our 
minds to God’s truth and empowers 
us to live in a new way.!!
John the Baptist also made 
reference to the baptism of fire. After 
a farmer separated the wheat from 
the chaff, he would burn up the chaff 
with fire. Jesus Christ came to purify 
us and make us a holy people for 
God. Through the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit we are able to see our 
lives from God’s perspective and 
understand what things please God 
and what things do not. Our old 
ways of living are burned up and we 
enter into a new and vibrant life with 
God.!!
The Birth of the Church!
The birth of the church is recorded in 
Acts 2, where the Holy Spirit is 
poured out upon the disciples and 
they are able to proclaim God’s word 
in many different languages. When 
the people of Jerusalem questioned 
what was going on, Peter stood up 
and addressed the crowd explaining  
that Jesus was the Messiah who 
died for our sins and rose again from 
the dead. The people responded:!!
“Brothers, what should we do?” 
Peter said to them, “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 
may be forgiven; and you will receive 
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All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded 
you.  And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”  
(Matthew 28:18-20)



the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is 
for you, for your children, and for all who 
are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 
God caused him.” (Acts 2:37-39) !
Baptism is therefore the public symbol of 
faith in Jesus Christ. When we believe in 
Jesus Christ and make a public affirmation 
of faith, Christ responds by pouring his Holy 
Spirit into our lives enabling us to live for 
him.!!
Teach!
Once we receive the sign of baptism and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are initiated 
into a time of learning called “discipleship.” 
Discipleship prepares us to serve Christ in 
his kingdom. Without a focus on our future 
service, our discipleship becomes aimless, 
and we merely continue acquiring 
knowledge without any real spiritual growth. 
The purpose of discipleship is to lead us to 
spiritual maturity out of which we serve the 
kingdom. The author of Hebrews wrote,!!
“ Therefore let us go on toward maturity, 
leaving behind the basic teaching about 
Christ, and not laying again the foundation: 
repentance from dead works and faith 
toward God, instruction about baptisms, 
laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, 
and eternal judgment. And we will do this, 
if God permits.” (Hebrews 6:1) !!!
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