
Remember, I am with you.!
After Jesus gave the Great Commission, he 
reminded his disciples that he would be with 
them. If the disciples were worried about 
having to fulfill the great commission on 
their own, their worries would be set at 
ease. Christ himself would be with them as 
they did his work. !!
It is important for us to remember that Christ 
is with us as well. Often times, we attempt 
to live our lives by our own power and 
determination. When we do so, it does not 
take long for us to exhaust our own strength 
and lose heart. The remembrance that 
Christ is with us is an essential part of our 
service. It keeps us from relying upon our 
limited strength and attempting to direct 
ourselves by our own wisdom.!!
The Promise of the Holy Spirit!
 Jesus Christ has made it possible for us to 
receive the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
proceeds from God and indwells the mind 
and heart of the believer. The Holy Spirit 
enlightens our minds to God’s truth and 
empowers us to live a life that is pleasing to 
God. Jesus spoke at length about the Holy 
Spirit in his discussion with the disciples in 
the upper room.!!!

!
“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. This is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will 
be in you. !
I will not leave you orphaned; I am 
coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me; because I live, you also will 
live. On that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I 
in you. They who have my 
commandments and keep them are 
those who love me; and those who love 
me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to 
them.” Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, 
“Lord, how is it that you will reveal 
yourself to us, and not to the world?” 
Jesus answered him, “Those who love 
me will keep my word, and my Father 
will love them, and we will come to 
them and make our home with them. 
Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words; and the word that you 
hear is not mine, but is from the Father 
who sent me. !
I have said these things to you while I 
am still with you. But the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, will teach you everything, 
and remind you of all that I have said to 
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid.” 
(John 14:15-27) !!
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Remember, I am with you always 
to the very end of the age.

The G
reat C

om
m

ission

All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded 
you.  And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”  
(Matthew 28:18-20)



!
What the Disciples were Expecting!
 The disciples saw human history as being 
composed of two ages: the age of 
separation in the kingdom of God. They 
believed that the age of separation with 
friend with the appearance of the Messiah. 
They believed that the Messiah would  
turned back the effects of corruption on 
earth and reestablish a new paradise. They 
became confused when Jesus began to talk 
of his death and resurrection. They were 
further confused when he spoke about their 
role in the expanding Kingdom of God. It 
was not until after the resurrection when 
Jesus gave them the gift of the Holy Spirit 
that is a understood.!!
Many are Misinformed!
Today, many people are misinformed 
because of a false teaching that has been  
disseminated into the Christian community. !
In 1830 a 15-year-old Scottish girl named 
Margaret McDonald claimed to have a 
vision of not one but two returns of Christ. 
Based upon her vision, English evangelist 
John Nelson Darby created an entirely new 
theological system called “rapture theology.” 
When this teaching reached America, it was 
popularized by the graphic charts of 
Clarence Larkin. Today, rapture theology 
continues to be a dominant theology among 
the evangelical church. It has been highly 
popularized by the “Left Behind” series of 
novels created by Christian entrepreneur 
Tim LaHaye. the gross total of these 16 
novels exceeds $650 million dollars.!!
Rapture theology stands in stark contrast 
with the teaching of Christ who said, “It is 
not for you to know the times or periods that 
the father has set by his own authority” !
(Acts 1:7).!!!!!!

Expectation for His Return!
Yet Christians should be waiting with 
great expectation for the return of 
Jesus Christ. Many of Jesus stories 
have to do with the preparation of 
those who wait for his return. In the 
Olivet Discourse, after giving a 
general synopsis of the last days, 
Jesus said to his disciples, “So you 
must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an unexpected 
hour” (Matthew 24:44)!!!!!
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