
In the stories of “The Healing of the Paralytic” (Mark 2) and “The Woman Caught in 
Adultery (John 8), Jesus demonstrates his authority to forgive sins and his gracious 
manner in calling us into new life. This new life is defined by a restored relationship with 
God and the ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit to guide us. In order for this new life to 
be possible, Jesus Christ has to set us free from the bondage of our past. The message 
of Christ was all about sin, grace, forgiveness and repentance. While these words may 
sound familiar, it is important for us to grasp an accurate definition of each.!!
sin!
a universal human tendency to defy God’s purposes and designs,!
and bring damage to ourselves, others and God’s world.!!
sins!
the external manifestations of our inner sinful condition.!!
grace!
the freely given, unmerited love and favor of God bestowed upon !
sinful and broken humanity.!!
forgiveness!
the act of God whereby we are absolved of the offense of our sin !
and our relationship with God is restored.!!
repentance!
our joyful receiving of the grace and forgiveness of God!
and our decision to enter into the new life God offers.!!!

Important Verse 
Do you not realize that God’s kindness is meant to lead you !
to repentance?   Romans 2:4!!

Through the cross of Jesus Christ, God has reconciled the world to himself. This means 
that God has bestowed grace to the entire world and no longer counts our sins against 
us.  The Bible says that God no longer judges the world, but has entrusted all judgment 
to the Son (John 5:22).  Throughout his ministry, Jesus demonstrated how ready he is to 
bestow grace and forgiveness. Yet even though grace and forgiveness are given as a 
free gift, we have to learn to receive them. This is where repentance comes in. Through 
repentance, we joyfully receive God’s grace and forgiveness, and decide to live in the 
new ways God offers. This does not mean that we become perfect right away, but it does 
mean that we are freed from our past offenses and empowered toward a new future. The 
grace of God provides the space we need to learn or learn anew the ways of God.
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