
Our Approach Matters
Jesus Christ spoke to great deal about money and possessions. His purpose was to 
liberate his disciples from worldly concerns so that they would be free to pursue the 
spiritual treasures of the kingdom of God. Jesus made it clear that there were two 
approaches to handling worldly wealth: faith and fear. Our purpose in this study it is to 
understand the difference and to choose to live actively by faith.

Self-Determination
The first approach to worldly wealth is self-determination. This is our attempt to control 
the circumstances of our lives and to obtain what we need by our own power. Self-
determination is our natural inclination, and is represented in the creation story by the 
temptation of Adam and Eve to live without God's supervision.

Fear
Self-determination leads to fear simply because we do not have the power to govern our 
world. When we are self-determined, we attempt place God in a subordinate position. 
Because we cannot control our future, fear and worry begin to take hold of our lives. 
Fear and worry are cancerous, and eat it away at our joy and happiness.

Faith
Jesus wants his followers to live by faith. Faith is a simple trust in the oversight of God. 
When we live by faith, we acknowledge God's rightful place in our lives. No longer do we 
attempt to put God in a subordinate position, but we subordinate ourselves to God. By 
faith we understand did we are the objects of God's love and care. Faith dispels worry 
and fear.

You Cannot Serve Two Masters
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus spoke to his disciples plainly about the two 
approaches of faith and fear. In regard to worldly possessions, Jesus made it clear that 
we cannot serve both God and money.

Don’t Worry
Moving from fear to faith requires our deliberate attention. In the following passage, 
Jesus shows his disciples how they can make this shift by meditating on nature.

“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 
And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you 
worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 
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spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, 
saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the 
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well.

Strive First for the Kingdom
In order to be delivered from worry and fear we must shift the focus of our energies. 
Rather than striving first for material possessions and placing spiritual matters in a 
secondary place, we must reverse this order. We must strive first for the kingdom of 
God. If we do this, Jesus gives to us a wonderful promise: that God will provide 
everything that is needed for our material life.
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