
Why We Ask the Question.
Most people want to live an authentic life. We want to put our faith in action. When we 
realize that Christianity is not only about our spiritual life but also about our material life, 
we want to put things in order. We do not want to be controlled by material things, but 
set free to enjoy spiritual things.

The Answer from John the Baptist
John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jesus Christ. His preaching about repentance 
paved the way for Jesus’ preaching about the kingdom of God. The people who heard 
John the Baptist preach asked the question, “So what should we do?” 

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 
with your wages.” (Luke 3:10-14)

Questions to Ponder
John's answer has a beautiful simplicity to it. Yet the pursuit of this simplicity raises some 
fascinating questions. We will explore these questions in the message this weekend:

1. How did the person with two coats get two coats?
2. How could it be that a person with no coat could not obtain a coat 
    themselves?
3. Why would a person who already had one coat work to acquire another?
4.  What would motivate the person with two coats to surrender one of   
      them?
5. Which coat will they surrender? The good one or the common one?
6. Which coat would you surrender?
7. If a person is willing to give away one coat, what is the next step to take?
8. What if there is more than one person who needs a coat?
9. What happens spiritually as we give away the coat?
10. What happens if when giving away the coat, we discover another need?
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So what do we do with our stuff? 



Faith in Action
The apostle James writes about the importance of putting our faith in action:

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one 
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead. (James 2:14-17)

Reflection

Has something taken place within you that you would ask “What should I do.”

Are you willing to allow the word of God to burn within you until to figure out what to do?

Do you see, that it is only in the doing that our faith is proved genuine?

So having heard this message, what will you do now to bring your life in order?

Do you know of a need right now that you have the resources to meet?

Prayer

Lord help us to set our lives in order. 
Let your Word abide in us until it brings about a change.
Keep us from allowing material things to control us. 
Help us to see the value of spiritual things, which are eternal.
Give to us the faith we need to trust in you for the future.
Help us to become a generous people, even as you are generous to us.
Teach us the joy of sharing what we have with others.
And be glorified in every aspect of our lives.
Amen.
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