
Its not only the thought that counts!
We will often say, “It's the thought that counts.” But he usually when we say this, it is to 
make someone else feel better. In truth, it is not only the thought that counts, but what 
we do after we have the thought. It is the same with our faith. It is not enough nearly to 
agree with Christian doctrine, our lives have to be different. Our faith is validated in 
action.

Giving from the Heart
Because God is generous, we often have more than we need. This enables us to be 
generous as God is generous. In the same way that God takes delight in providing for 
our needs, we can take delight in providing for the needs of others. Additionally, God 
takes delight in our offerings. While the portion of our giving is significant, God is 
primarily interested in the attitude of our heart when we give. The Bible says, “God loves 
a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Cain and Abel
One of the first stories of the Bible has to do with offering gifts to God. Cain and Abel 
where two brothers, the first two children of Adam and Eve. Abel brought the first born of 
his flocks and herds, while Cain merely brought some of his crops. God took great 
regard for the offering of Abel, but did not care for the offering of Cain. For Abel, the 
offering was given in gratitude and with faith. For Cain, it was a formality and perhaps 
even an irritation. Cain did not give God the first fruits of his crops, but perhaps what was 
left over. The type of gift did not matter; God was looking at the heart.

Malachi
The prophet Malachi spoke in a time when religion had become a formality. Rather than 
bringing the first fruits of their crops or the first born of their flocks, people brought blind 
and diseased animals. God was not their first thought, but an after thought. God stated 
bluntly that he would rather have no offering at all. God is a great king, who desires to be 
honored among his people.

Our First Though
God wants to be our first thought, not an after thought. The condition of our heart is 
therefore paramount whenever we offer a gift.

What we can do together
When the people of God come together, and offer their gifts in concert, great things can 
happen. If all God’s people would tithe (the biblical measure of 10% of one’s income), 
the church could do incredible things for the transformation of lives and the conversion of 
our world. God’s promises hold true. That if we would bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that God would open the floodgates of heaven and pour down upon us an 
overflowing blessing (Malachi 3:10)
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Our Christmas Offering
Our Christmas offering this year will focus on international missions. We will once again 
give our gifts to Life for Children Ministries in Kenya. Julie Campbell is a missionary who 
grew up at Hempfield and is now serving as Pastor of Hope Church in Wachara, Kenya. 
Life for Children Ministries works in cooperation with the church to bring hope to AIDS 
orphans and opens new opportunities for young people.

Part of our giving will be an eBay project, where we will offer substantial items for sale 
on eBay and giving the money to support Life for Children.
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