
The Kingdom of God is the Central Theme
The kingdom of God is the central theme of all Jesus teaching. When most people 
encounter Jesus teaching on the kingdom, they can understand that it is important. Most 
people do not understand how essential the kingdom theme is to everything that Jesus 
taught. The following verses reveal how consistent this theme is presented throughout 
Jesus’ ministry.

“From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near. Matthew 4:17

“But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33

Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without 
being born from above.” John 3:3

Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 
this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” John 18:37

Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of 
the Jews.” Matthew 27:37

After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. Acts 1:3

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Matthew 28:18

Why understanding the kingdom is important.
If we do not understand the kingdom of God then we will put something else in its place. 
We will focus our attention on human doctrines or traditions and direct the energy of the 
church towards preserving them. For example, past generations of Christians invested a 
tremendous amount of time and energy on denominational doctrines. Christians would 
even identify themselves as “Methodist,” “Baptist,” or “Presbyterian,” before identifying 
themselves as simply “Christian.” There is nothing in Jesus’ teaching to support this.

In modern times, even though denominationalism is slowly dissipating, the church has 
begun to focus its time and attention on marketability. The pressing question is how we 
can make ourselves look good to others and attract people to the church with a promise 
that they will get what they want. While there is nothing wrong with attempting to reach 
people who don’t like the old church model, without the kingdom of God as our central 
focus, marketability can become an idol that we serve.
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On a personal level, it is important to understand the kingdom of God simply because it 
is, in fact, the central theme of Jesus teaching. If we want to understand Jesus 
comprehensively, we must understand the kingdom he came to establish.

What does the word “Messiah” mean?
The word “Messiah” is a Hebrew word that literally means “the anointed one,” and refers 
to the one whom God has chosen to the King. It harkens to the anointing of the boy 
David to be king of Israel even while King Saul was still in power. It carries a promise 
that God is going to bring a new order and government to his people. The word “Christ,” 
is the Greek translation for the Hebrew word “Messiah.” When we use the phrase “Jesus 
Christ,” we are acknowledging that Jesus is the Christ and Messiah of God.

The Unique Claims of John 5
There are many passages in the New Testament where Jesus makes unique claims 
about his authority. One of the most important is found in John 5, where Jesus first 
makes the claim that God the Father has entrusted all judgment into his hands, and 
secondly that the Father has granted him the authority to bestow eternal life. Both of 
these claims sent Jesus in a position of unparalleled authority. It will be Jesus who will 
decide who is worthy of being part of the eternal kingdom, and Jesus himself will be the 
one who raises us to eternal life. All of our hopes for the future have been invested by 
the Father in Jesus Christ.

Additional Readings for this week.
Throughout the New Testament we see significant passages of Scripture where Jesus is 
either explaining his authority or demonstrating it. The passages below are some of 
these. Take some time each day and read carefully through them, allowing this first great 
truth of the kingdom of God to take root in your soul: Jesus Christ is the Messiah to 
whom God has entrusted all authority.

Prologue to John’s Gospel - John 1:1-18
In this eloquent prologue, the divinity of 
Jesus Christ is expressed 
in its fullness.

The Authority of the Son - John 5:19-29 
Jesus makes the astonishing claim that 
the Father has entrusted 
both the final judgment and the power of 
eternal life into his hands.

The Temptation - Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus achieves what no other human 
being is able to do: to overcome all 
temptation to evil.

The Strong Man - Matthew 12:22-32 
Jesus explains his power over Satan is 
like the binding of a strong man.

Jesus Heals a Paralytic - Mark 2:1-12 
Jesus demonstrates his authority to 
forgive sins by making 
a paralyzed man walk.

The Transfiguration - Luke 9:28-36 
The disciples witness Jesus in a glorified 
state as he consults with Moses and 
Elijah shortly before the cross.

The Raising of Lazarus - John 11:1-44
Prior to his entrance into Jerusalem, 
Jesus raises a man who had been dead 
for three days. The entire city is abuzz 
with excitement.
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