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How many are here because this is a United
Methodist Church? For those who don't care which
denomination this is, you should still know the
Wesleyan distinctive. It will help you understand
other messages given here. This Wesleyan
distinctive is Christian perfection, and it comes from
Matthew 5:48: "Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect." For a more complete
view of perfection in the Bible, read Matthew
5:43-48. For God, love is easy. As we learned last
week, God is love. Yet, God wants us to love as he
h imse l f l oves .

Perfection is a foreign idea to most. What is perfection? Is it truly attainable? The skeptical
nature of postmodernism makes the world doubt that it could be possible. Yet, even Wesley
himself lays out a definition of it in "The Scripture Way of Salvation" that lends itself well to a
postmodern ear. He indicates that it is simply "perfect love." This seems much more reasonable,
especially as he elaborates this to be "love excluding sin, love filling the heart, taking up the
whole capacity of the soul." His frequent use of "Not as Though I had already Attained" reminds
the listener that it takes time for even the most devoted follower to reach this. In Responsible
Grace, Randy Maddox points out that Wesley thought "holiness properly called Christian
Perfection was open to continual increase, specifically rejecting any notion of a static or
absolute oerfection in holiness." There is no true end to the journey.

Perfection is gradual. Thomas a Kempis in The Imitation o/Christ suggests that. "If we were to
uproot only one vice each year, we should soon become perfect." Perfection is not an
instantaneous action but a slow process of allowing yourself to be transformed to the image of
God. He continues, "Habit is overcome by habit." Habitual patterns that do not conform to the
image of God are overcome by habitual patterns that do. The whole of Christian life is a process
that leads towards holiness. Paul writes. "Not that I have already obtained this or have already
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own." (Philippians 3:12) To reach a goal = to complete = to bring to perfection. Take heart
knowing that.even Paul wasn't there yet.

It is not us who do the work. "And all of us. with unveiled faces, seeing the glorv of the Lord as
though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of
glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Soirit." (2 Corinthians 3:18) Instead, we are
transformed back to the image we were created in bv the Soir i t .

With all of this In mind, it is better to read Matthew 5:48 as. "Be comolete. therefore, as your
heavenly Father is comolete." or even. "Be oerfect in love, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
oerfect in love." Chr ist ian oerfect ion is a aradual recovery of the imaoe of God.


