
The Visit of the Wise Men 
Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to 
pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him;  
4 and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 

The wise men were member of a priestly 
cast from the region of ancient Babylon, 
which is modern day Iraq.

The role of the shepherd defines the role 
of the Messiah. He will not reign as a 
power-hungry monarch, but a gentle 
leader, mindful of the needs of each one 
of his people. Jesus called himself the 
Good Shepherd in John 10. 

God was working to bring the wisemen to 
Bethlehem, not only so that they might 
worship, but that their gifts might finance 
the holy family’s flight to Egypt
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Peace is the gift God gives to those  
who seek him. Peace comes from 
knowing that God is mindful of us 
and has plans for us. The wisemen 
represent God’s plan to extend his 

peace to all the peoples of the earth.

O b s e r v a t i o n s

They recognized the star as being a sign 
of the birth of the messiah because of 
they examined the writings of the Hebrew 
prophets. 

There is a terrible irony here, that foreigners 
were believing in the Scriptures, while 
God’s own people were clueless as to what 
was going on in their midst.

The Lordship of the Messiah threatens 
the human governments of earth. This is 
why people attempt to reinterpret Jesus 
merely as a meek and mild teacher rather 
than a king.



✱

Q u e s t i o n s for reflection or group discussion:

God

The Kingdom

Personal Growth

Relationships

Our Mission

The sudden appearance of the wisemen showed that 
God had been working behind the scenes. God has 
plans within plans within plans.

God may suddenly bring new people into our lives. 
And sometimes we need to learn to accept a gift.

Our mission is to work in partnership with people of other 
cultures to advance God’s global kingdom

A p p l i c a t i o n for abundant living:

The kingdom of God is a global reality, composed of 
people from all the nations of the earth.

The wisemen represent the many nations of the earth that will be drawn to the Messiah. Jesus 
was always looking for faith, and found it one day in the request of a Roman centurion. 
Read about this in Matthew 8:5-13

When Jesus was about to endure the cross, he comforted his disciples by teaching them of 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. He then spoke of the peace that he would leave them. 
Read about this in John 14:1-31

F u r t h e r  S t u d y for a deeper understanding:

Verse for Memory:

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.  
  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:27)

What do you think Jesus means by, “I do not give to you as the world gives?” 
How do you think the peace Jesus gives differs from the peace the world promises?
Have you ever had an experience where God gave you the peace in difficult circumstances?
How can we serve as agents of peace in our community?

Final Thought:
What is God
teaching you?

The wise men searched the Scriptures together, believed 
them to be true, interpreted their circumstances accordingly, 
which let them to have an encounter with Jesus Christ, 
God’s Messiah. And so can we.


