
Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant 
Matthew 8:5-13 

5 When he entered Capernaum, a 
centurion came to him, appealing to him 
6 and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying 
at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” 7 
And he said to him, “I will come and cure 
him.” 8 The centurion answered, “Lord, I 
am not worthy to have you come under 
my roof; but only speak the word, and 
my servant will be healed. 9 For I also 
am a man under authority, with soldiers 
under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he 
comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the 
slave does it.”  

10 When Jesus heard him, he was 
amazed and said to those who followed 
him, “Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel 
have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, 
many will come from east and west and 
will eat with Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while 
the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown 
into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; 
let it be done for you according to your 
faith.” And the servant was healed in that 
hour. 

“I will come and cure him.”
Note how quickly Jesus responds to the request for help! 
He does not chide nor does he expect repayment. 
Jesus is happy to do this work.
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A faith-directed life is a life headed in a different direction. 
A Roman Centurion once approached Jesus asking him to 
heal his servant, and expressed such a simple but well-
thought-out faith that Jesus declared it to be the greatest 
faith he had ever seen, even among God’s people. With 
such a declaration, we should pay careful attention.

The word for “faith” in the Bible is the same word used for 
“belief.” It signifies something more than mere intellectual 
agreement; it denotes trust. To follow Jesus means to 
trust in his benevolent oversight over our entire life. 
Jesus is acutely interested in our faith development, 
and always responds to us when we act by faith. O b s e r v a t i o n s

Verses for Memory: 
“Let it be done for you according to your faith.”  (Matthew8:13)

5. Learning to Trust God

“A Centurion”
The centurion was a roman soldier and considered a 
pagan by the Jewish people. Yet the centurion believed 
Jesus could help him and was unafraid to approach him.

“But only speak the word”
Here is faith expressed simply. The faith of the centurion 
has been well-thought-out. He believes in Jesus’ authority.

“Many will come from the east and west…”
The kingdom of God is composed of people from 
every nation and race who respond in faith to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

“Let it be done for you according to your faith.”
Faith is the key to abundant living and unlocks a life 
of great blessing.

“In no one in Israel have I found such faith.”
Jesus does not care where he finds faith. While he 
certainly hopes to find it among the people of God, 
he will respond to faith wherever he finds it. 



Q u e s t i o n s for reflection or group discussion:

In John 5:19-29 Jesus speaks explicitly about the authority the Father has given to him. 
This authority includes the power to grant eternal life and the authority to judge all humanity. 

F u r t h e r  S t u d y for a deeper understanding:

Y o u r  N o t e s

A p p l i c a t i o n for abundant living:

what God is saying to you:✱

What are the things that distract you from the life of faith?

What situation are you facing now that is an opportunity for faith to grow?

What would it look like for us to live as a community of faith?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

The Faith-Directed Life is headed in 
 a different direction. 

Begin looking for opportunities 
for faith to grow. These will be 

found in difficult decisions that 
will feel counter-intuitive at first. 

But with each step,  
begin looking for the reward. 

God always blesses our 
decisions to live by faith.


