
Matthew 21:12-17 

12 Then Jesus entered the temple and 
drove out all who were selling and 
buying in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who 
sold doves. 13 He said to them, “It is 
written, 

‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer’; but you are making it a den of 
robbers.” 

14 The blind and the lame came to him 
in the temple, and he cured them. 
15 But when the chief priests and the 
scribes saw the amazing things that he 
did, and heard the children crying out 
in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David,” they became angry 16 and said 
to him, “Do you hear what these are 
saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes; have 
you never read, 

‘Out of the mouths of infants and 
nursing babies you have prepared 
praise for yourself’?” 

17 He left them, went out of the city to 
Bethany, and spent the night there. 

Jesus’ first action upon entering 
Jerusalem was to drive out corruption 
from the Temple, the house of worship 
and prayer.

The children of Jerusalem, unburdened by 
political interests, were easily able to identify 
Jesus as the Messiah and worship him.

Note the role of the Scriptures in 
everything Jesus said and did.
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When Jesus entered Jerusalem for the Feast of 
the Passover, he was heralded as the Messiah! 
The people were filled with expectation that 
Jesus would overthrow the Roman government 
and establish a new political order. Instead, 
Jesus entered the temple and cleansed it of 
corruption so that it could become a house of 
prayer. This symbolizes what Jesus intends to do 
within each of us. Our bodies are to become a 
house prayer and a temple for the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus’ quoted from the prophets Isaiah 
and Jeremiah, showing that God’s 
intentions for us are consistent and do 
not shift according to political or 
cultural contexts.  



Q u e s t i o n s for reflection or group discussion:

Our next worship series will be entitled
“Teach us to Pray”

from April 23 to May 28.

Think about what you can do now
to make room in your life

to learn to pray as Jesus did.

God is passionate about the Temple being a house of prayer for all nations. 
Read about this in Isaiah 56:6-7.

God is also passionate that His house of prayer be kept pure. 
Read about this in Jeremiah 7:8-11.

F u r t h e r  S t u d y for a deeper understanding:

Can you remember the first time you ever prayed?

What things get in your way when you try to pray?

If your body is to become a house of prayer, what changes might you need to make?

A p p l i c a t i o n for abundant living:

Y o u r  N o t e s what God is saying to you:✱
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________


