the deeper mystery
of the cross
Through the cross God has justified the human race
to himself. The first meaning of the cross is that by
the blood of Christ we are forgiven of our sins. But
there is also a deeper ministry of the cross.
Through the cross, Jesus Christ has broken the
power of sin within us so that we are now free to
live in obedience to God.
Dying and Rising with Christ
Romans 6:1-14
What then are we to say? Should we continue
in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no
means! How can we who died to sin go on
living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have
been buried with him by baptism into death, so
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a
death like his, we will certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that
our old self was crucified with him so that the
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might
no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has
died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died
with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to
God in Christ Jesus.
12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion
in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. 13 No longer present your members
to sin as instruments of wickedness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have
been brought from death to life, and present
your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. 14 For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law
but under grace.

Observations
Identification with Christ
We are identified with Christ not only
in his death, which leads to our
redemption, but also in his
resurrection, that leads to
newness of life.

Slaves to Sin No More!
Jesus Christ has broken the chains of
our enslavement to sin. Although this
freedom is real, we are so used to sin
that we can remain under its dominion.
In order to be free, we must first
realize our freedom. This is what it
means to consider ourselves dead to
sin and alive to God.

Free to Choose Righteousness
Because Christ has set us free, we
are now able to make new choices for
ourselves. We must no longer obey
our former passions, but yield
ourselves to obedience to Christ.
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Application

for abundant living:

Envision Life Without Sin
The idea that we might someday live without sin seems strange
to us. We have lived so long under the oppression of sin that we
can barely imagine what it would be like to be free. But through
Jesus Christ, God has broken the chains that have kept us
locked in captivity. God calls us out of the life of sin into the life
of holiness. God has given to us the gift of imagination, the
ability to envision something yet to be. When you begin to
imagine yourself living a life of freedom, this can be the first step
toward victorious life!

F u r t h e r S t u d y for a deeper understanding:

Life in the Spirit
In Galatians 5:16-25, Paul explains the contrast between the life of the flesh and the life of the
Spirit. Set verses 22 and 23 to memory, and remind yourself regularly of the character of the
new life God has called us to live.

Questions

for reflection or group discussion:

What is one bad habit you would like to break?
God has given us the gift of imagination to enable us to see new possibilities.
Where have you seen the gift of imagination used for evil purposes and where for good?
If God offered you a life without sin, would you jump at the offer or hesitate?

