
Jesus’ First Message 
“Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand!” 

Matthew 3:1-2 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 


Matthew 4:12-17 
Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and lived 
in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles—the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region 
and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying,  

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”


Mark 1:14-15 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”


Hyperlinks:                    The Kingdom of God          Snapshot Verses 
Foretold by the Prophets 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of four kingdoms (Daniel 2:44-45) and Daniel’s vision of The Son of Man (Daniel 7:13-14)


Celebrated at Jesus’ Birth 
The Wisemen (Matthew 2:2)


Inaugurated by Jesus’ Proclamation 
“Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17)


The Main Theme of Jesus’ Teaching 
The Sermon on the Mount - Matthew 5:3, 5:10, and 6:33


Empowered by the Spirit 
The Birth of the Church on Pentecost (Acts 2)


Proclaimed Throughout the Nations 
The Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24:14)


Fulfilled at the Return of Jesus Christ 
The Angelic Proclamation at the 7th Trumpet (Revelation 11:15)


Bible Study Notes 
The Life of Christ (Christology) 

SYNOPSIS The kingdom of God is the overarching theme of all Jesus’ ministry. God sent Jesus into the world 
to establish the kingdom, and he himself is our King. The kingdom of God is the restoration of humanity to 
God’s original design and purpose. Understanding the kingdom is essential to our spiritual growth. If we cannot 
see or perceive the kingdom, we will use Christianity to amplify a worldview we already believe and miss out on 
fulfilling the will of God. Once we see the kingdom, we can bring our whole life into alignment with God’s 
purposes. 

APPLICATION  The repentance Jesus is referring to is more than simply turning from our sinful habits; it is a transference of 
our loyalty from the kingdom of this world to the kingdom of God. “He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves” (Colossians 1:13). Citizenship in the kingdom requires us to forsake all 
worldly allegiances and give our loyalty wholeheartedly to Jesus Christ and his kingdom. As new citizens, we should learn the 
principles and practices of our new kingdom. 
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