
The Baptism of Jesus 

Matthew 3 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, 
to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to stop him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you 
come to me?”

15 Jesus answered him, “Allow it for now, because this 
is the way for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John 
allowed him to be baptized. 16 When Jesus was 
baptized, he went up immediately from the water. The 
heavens suddenly opened for him, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and coming down on 
him. 17 And a voice from heaven said: “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased.”


Mark 1 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee 
and was baptized in the Jordan by John. 10 As soon as 
he came up out of the water, he saw the heavens being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well-pleased.”


Luke 3 
21 When all the people were baptized, Jesus also was 
baptized. As he was praying, heaven opened, 22 and 
the Holy Spirit descended on him in a physical 
appearance like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well-pleased.”


John 1 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I told you about: 
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me, 
because he existed before me.’ 31 I didn’t know him, 
but I came baptizing with water so he might be revealed 
to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and he rested on 
him. 33 I didn’t know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water told me, ‘The one you see the Spirit 
descending and resting on—he is the one who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and testified that 
this is the Son of God.”

Notes: 
“To fulfill all righteousness” 
Although Jesus did not need to be baptized, he has 
come to show us the ways of God. He does not ask 
us to do anything he hasn’t done himself. 


“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well-
pleased.” 
All three synoptic gospels record the voice from 
heaven. Matthew records the voice directed to the 
onlookers; Mark and Luke record it as directed 
toward Jesus. The voice is primarily for Jesus as the 
Father affirms his pleasure and conveys his 
blessing. Sons both share in the father’s character 
and inherit the father’s estate. So it is with Jesus as 
God’s Son.


“Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world!” 
Here is the first foretelling of the atoning sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross. Even at the beginning, Jesus 
knew that he would endure the cross. 


“The Holy Spirit descended as a dove.” 
The Holy Spirit is given to empower Jesus for his 
earthly ministry.


Bible Study Notes 
The Life of Christ (Christology) 

SYNOPSIS The baptism of Jesus is a significant event because it identifies him as God’s Son and the 
Second Adam. God gives Jesus the Holy Spirit, which makes him a complete human being.

Note Colossians 2:9, “For the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily in Christ.”

HYPERLINKS 
Genesis 2:7 “God breathed the breath of life 
into his nostrils and man became a living 
being (a spiritual being).”


John 20:22 “He breathed on them and said, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.”


1 Corinthians 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, 
so in Christ all will be made alive


APPLICATION Baptism is a sign of the new birth. Those who are baptized no longer live for themselves but for God. Those 
who are baptized receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and are enabled to live a new life empowered by God. If you have not 
been baptized and you desire the new life God offers, contact your pastor and receive the sign of baptism. If you have been 
baptized, then live each day by the power of the Spirit!
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