
Jesus and Nicodemus 
John 3 - Part One

John 3 

1 There was a man from the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2 This man came to him at night and said, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God, for no one 
could perform these signs you do unless 
God were with him.”

3 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, unless 
someone is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”

4 “How can anyone be born when he is 
old?” Nicodemus asked him. “Can he 
enter his mother’s womb a second time 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, unless 
someone is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 Do not be amazed that I told you that 
you must be born again. 8 The wind 
blows where it pleases, and you hear its 
sound, but you don’t know where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is 
with everyone born of the Spirit.”

Notes: 

Nicodemus came at night because it was 
politically scandalous for a religious leader to 
be seen publicly with Jesus.


The Jewish rulers knew that Jesus had come 
from God, but they didn’t know how to relate 
to him.


Jesus offers truthful answers to anyone who 
asks.


To be born again is to be awakened by the 
Holy Spirit. 


The purpose of being born again is to see 
(perceive) the kingdom of God and live as one 
of its citizens. 


Being born of water refers to our natural birth 
and the water of the womb.


Being born of the Spirit makes us complete 
human beings, able to commune with God, 

Bible Study Notes 
The Life of Christ (Christology) 

SYNOPSIS 

In this first part of Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus, he focuses on the work of the Holy Spirit.  

The religious leadership of Jerusalem knew that Jesus had come from God, but without the Holy Spirit, 
they could not understand him. Jesus welcomed Nicodemus and answers his questions. He also spoke 
to him about how the Spirit would give us new birth. 

Core Concept 

The Holy Spirit offers us new birth, which is a 
spiritual awakening to God. Once the Spirit 
gives birth to our spirit, we are able to 
perceive God’s activity and begin living as 
spiritual people and citizens of the kingdom 
of God. 


APPLICATION We often think of the Christian faith in terms of our future salvation. If we accept Jesus as our Savior, when 
we die, we will go to heaven. But this is an over-simplification. There is a life to be lived now! The Holy Spirit opens our 
minds and enables us to become citizens of the kingdom of God, even while we live on the earth. Our energies should 
therefore be employed in following the Spirit’s leading and learning the ways of God’s kingdom. 
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