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The Sermon on the Mount 
The Church and The Proposition

Matthew 5:13-20 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if 
the salt should lose its taste, how can it 
be made salty? It’s no longer good for 
anything but to be thrown out and 
trampled under people’s feet. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A 
city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15 No one lights a lamp and puts it 
under a basket, but rather on a 
lampstand, and it gives light for all who 
are in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven. 

17 “Don’t think that I came to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets. I did not come 
to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I 
tell you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not the smallest letter or one 
stroke of a letter will pass away from the 
law until all things are accomplished. 
19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of 
the least of these commands and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever 
does and teaches these commands will 
be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never get 
into the kingdom of heaven. 

Notes: 

You are the salt of the earth. 
This is a reference salt that was used as 
fertilizer. If it became useless for crops, it was 
used for pathways.


You are the light of the world. 
Our lives should reflect the glory of God. No 
one can live as a secret Christian. Letting our 
light shine does not mean that we seek credit, 
but give all credit to God.


You are a city on a hill.  
The church is to be a spiritual home that is 
open to everyone. 


Don’t think that I came to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets. 
Undoubtedly, people were told that Jesus 
was teaching a way that was in conflict with 
the Scriptures. He states that this is not so. 


I came to fulfill. 
Following in the way of Jesus Christ enables 
us to keep the law, but in action and within 
our hearts. 


Unless your righteousness surpasses… 
The scribes and Pharisees were hypocrites 
who prescribed the keeping of harsh, external 
religious rules but simultaneously harbored 
evil in their hearts. We have to do better than 
this. In this message, Jesus promises to show 
us how. 

Bible Study Notes 
The Life of Christ (Christology) 

SYNOPSIS After the blessings of Matthew 5:1-12, Jesus then spoke of his followers as a whole, likening them 
to salt, which causes plants to flourish, a light that helps people to see, and a city on a hill that is a visible home 
for everyone. His proposition is that he is ready to teach his followers the way of true righteousness in contrast 
to the oppressive religious rules prescribed by the Pharisees and teachers of the law. 

APPLICATION : Christianity is not merely a set of beliefs; it is a way of life. There can be no secret followers of Jesus Christ, 
but we must live out in the open for others to see. Our good works and excellent way of living show others that there is a 
better way. We must take no credit for ourselves, but instead, we can bear witness to the power of God. The church must 
be open for everyone and together we must pursue the righteousness of God.
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