
Opening Remarks - Romans 1:8-17 

Romans 1:8-17 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for all of you because the news of 
your faith is being reported in all the 
world. 9 God is my witness, whom I 
serve with my spirit in telling the good 
news about his Son–that I constantly 
mention you, 10 always asking in my 
prayers that if it is somehow in God’s 
will, I may now at last succeed in coming 
to you. 11 For I want very much to see 
you, so that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to strengthen you, 12 that 
is, to be mutually encouraged by each 
other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

13 Now I don’t want you to be unaware, 
brothers and sisters, that I often planned 
to come to you (but was prevented until 
now) in order that I might have a fruitful 
ministry among you, just as I have had 
among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am 
obligated both to Greeks and barbarians, 
both to the wise and the foolish. 15 So I 
am eager to preach the gospel to you also 
who are in Rome. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, first 
to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 17 For 
in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith, just as it is written: 
The righteous will live by faith. 

Mutually Encouraged 
God intends that believers share in each other’s journey 
and that we encourage one another. 

SYNOPSIS:  In his opening remarks, Paul expresses his appreciation for the Christians in Rome, his desire 
to visit Rome, and his personal commitment to the gospel of Jesus Christ. He reiterates the theme of his 
letter that “the righteous will live by faith.”

APPLICATION  As Christian believers, we are all interconnected. We need each other for strength and 
encouragement. Think about the people who have encouraged you. Thank also of the people who need 
your encouragement. Also, the world will attempt to shame us for our faith in Jesus Christ, but we should 
never be ashamed. Like Paul, we should rejoice in the power of God for our salvation. 

Romans

Notes:
Genuine Faith Bears Authentic Witness 
When we are truly living by faith, our lives will stand out. 
This difference offers a profound and often irrefutable 
evidence of the authenticity of the gospel. 

Always Asking in My Prayers 
Paul sets and example for us in his prayers of intercession. 
We should not only pray for our own needs, but the needs 
of our brothers and sisters and for the expansion of the 
gospel.

The Righteous Live By Faith 
This is the core premise of Paul’s letter to the Romans.

I Am Not Ashamed 
Those who resist the gospel will often use shame as a 
weapon against those who follow Christ.

The Power of God for Salvation 
God intends all people to be saved. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the one and only means of salvation, but it is also 
a sure and reliable means. Faith in Jesus Christ means that 
we have assurance of our salvation because we are 
trusting in him. 

Read Philippians 3:4-11 to hear how Paul 
abandoned Judaism for faith in Jesus Christ

Paul Was Eager To Go To Rome 
Rome was the center of the empire, and as Paul was sent 
as a messenger to the Gentiles, so his preaching in Rome 
would be the pinnacle of his calling. 


