
Paul’s Salutation - Romans 1:1-7 

1  
Paul,  
a servant of Christ Jesus, 
 called as an apostle  
and set apart for the gospel of God–  

2  
which he promised beforehand through 
his prophets in the Holy Scriptures–  

3  
concerning his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who was a descendant of David according 
to the flesh  

4 and was appointed to be the powerful 
Son of God according to the Spirit of 
holiness by the resurrection of the dead.  

5  
Through him we have received  
grace and apostleship  

to bring about the obedience of faith for 
the sake of his name among all the 
Gentiles,  

6 including you who are also called by 
Jesus Christ. 

7 To all who are in Rome,  
loved by God,  
called as saints.  

Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Text:

Paul, formerly Saul of Tarsus. 
Paul had been known as Saul of Tarsus, and enemy of Christ 
who had attempted to exterminate the church, until Jesus 
appeared to him on the road to Damascus.

SYNOPSIS:  In his salutation, Paul defines both himself and his work according to the calling of 

Jesus Christ. Paul understands himself, and this self-awareness is the foundation of his letter. 

APPLICATION  This salutation expresses the clarity that Paul had about his life and work. He has no 
confusion or doubt about his calling and purpose. God intends every Christian believer to share in the 
same clarity and confidence. 

Romans

Notes:

Called as an Apostle 
An apostle is someone who has been authorized by Christ 
himself and called to speak on his behalf. 

The Gospel of God 
The word “gospel” means “good news” and was often 
attached to a message that a new king or ruler had taken 
authority. 

Son of Man - Son of God 
Jesus Christ is both fully human and fully God. His dual 
nature is revealed throughout the Scriptures. 

Among All the Gentiles 
A Gentile is anyone who is not Jewish. Jesus Christ came 
to open God’s covenant for people of all nations.

Called by Jesus Christ 
The Christian life is a calling. Jesus invites us to follow him 
and we must decide to follow.

Rome 
Rome was the capital city of the great pagan empire. It 
later became one of the principal centers of the church. 

The Obedience of Faith 
Here is the main purpose of Paul’s life and work, and the 
main theme of this book. In contrast to a “mechanical” 
obedience to the law, the people of God are to become 
obedient through faith.  


          True obedience comes through faith.*

See Acts 9 to read of Paul’s Conversion


