
The Human Problem - Romans 1:18-24 

Romans 1:8-17 

18 For God’s wrath is revealed from 
heaven against all godlessness and 
unrighteousness of people who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth, 
19 since what can be known about God 
is evident among them, because God has 
shown it to them. 20 For his invisible 
attributes, that is, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen 
since the creation of the world, being 
understood through what he has made. 
As a result, people are without excuse.  

21 For though they knew God, they did 
not glorify him as God or show 
gratitude. Instead, their thinking 
became worthless, and their senseless 
hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be 
wise, they became fools 23 and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man, 
birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. 

24 Therefore God delivered them over 
in the desires of their hearts to sexual 
impurity, so that their bodies were 
degraded among themselves. 25 They 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served what has been 
created instead of the Creator, who is 
praised forever. Amen. 

His Eternal Power and Divine Nature are Clearly Seen 
We can understand a great deal about God through the 
natural world if only we open our spiritual eyes. 

SYNOPSIS: Paul begins his great theological treatise with a statement of the core human problem. Rather 
than worshipping the Creator, we have chosen to worship created things. When we abandon the worship 
of God, God gives us over to ourselves. Human civilization quickly devolves into foolishness and chaos. 

APPLICATION  Each day that we live, we should offer God our thanks and praise. A great place to do 
this is at the dinner table, where we can speak out words of gratitude in a simple table grace, either as 
individuals or as a family. We can also offer God praise whenever we see something beautiful in the 
natural world. 

Romans

Notes:
People Suppress the Truth 
God has made his truth evident to the entire human race. 
The problem is that people suppress the truth. 

Glorifying God and Showing Gratitude 
We should give God glory for creating such a beautiful 
world and offer God our thanks that He made us. Each day 
that we live, we should offer thanks to God. Offering thanks 
sets us in a right frame of mind and opens the door to 
many blessings. 

Exchanging Worship of the Creator for Things Created 
Here is the fundamental problem: we have rejected God for 
the things of this world. This is found not only in the blatant 
religious idolatry of the ancient world, but the worldly 
cravings of the modern world. 

Read Genesis 4, the story of Cain and Abel, 
to see how quickly humans embrace evil. 

Read Genesis 6:5-8 to see how the entire 
human race devolved so badly that God was 
sorry he had created us. 

God Gave Them Over 
This is a terrifying thought - that God would give us over to 
ourselves. This comes in the form of God withholding the 
wisdom that comes through His Holy Spirit. God leaves us 
to our own devices. This is the wrath of God.

Claiming Wisdom but Living Like Fools 
Without God, we become self-deceived, which is a terrible 
state with little hope of recover without direct intervention. 


