



Paul’s Calling 

Paul was called by Christ Jesus to be an apostle. 1:1-7


Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God (1:1) 

Paul longs to go to Rome. 1:8-15 


For I want very much to see you, so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you, that 
is, to be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. (1:11-12) 

Paul is confident in the gospel. 1:16-17


For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 
to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith. (1:16-17) 

God’s Opposition to All Unrighteousness 

God’s wrath falls on everyone who pursues unrighteousness.  Romans 1:18-24


For God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of people who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the truth, since what can be known about God is evident among them, 
because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, that is, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what he has 
made. As a result, people are without excuse. (1:18-20) 

God gives unrighteous Gentiles over to their sinful inclinations.  1:18-32


Therefore God delivered them over in the desires of their hearts to sexual impurity, so that their bodies 
were degraded among themselves. (1:24) 

Jewish people who practice the same evils are subject to the same judgement.  2:1-3:8


Therefore, every one of you who judges is without excuse. For when you judge another, you condemn 
yourself, since you, the judge, do the same things. (2:1) 

No human being can be justified through works of the law, but through the law we become 
conscious of sin.  3:9-20


For all who sin without the law will also perish without the law, and all who sin under the law will be 
judged by the law. For the hearers of the law are not righteous before God, but the doers of the law will 
be justified. (2:12-13) 

Romans Outline with Key Verses



Righteousness by Faith 

True righteousness comes through faith to all who believe.  (The Proposition) - 3:21-31


But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been revealed, attested by the Law and the 
Prophets. The righteousness of God is through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe, since there is no 
distinction. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. (3:21-24) 

Abraham was justified by faith. - 4:1-25


For what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him for righteousness. 
(4:3) 

We also are justified by faith. - 5:1-11


Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We have also obtained access through him by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
boast in the hope of the glory of God. (5:1-2) 

Jesus Christ is the Second Adam and brings a new law of righteousness.  5:12-21


For just as through one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so also through the one 
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. (5:19) 

By our association with Christ, we can become dead to sin. - Romans 6:1-23


 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, so that you obey its desires. And do not offer any 
parts of it to sin as weapons for unrighteousness. But as those who are alive from the dead, offer 
yourselves to God, and all the parts of yourselves to God as weapons for righteousness. For sin will not 
rule over you, because you are not under the law but under grace. (6:12-14) 

Our spiritual death legally releases us from sin; a marriage covenant illustrates this. 7:1-6


But now we have been released from the law, since we have died to what held us, so that we may 
serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the old letter of the law. (7:6) 

The Futility of Legalism 

Because of our sinful nature, it is absolutely futile for us to pursue righteousness through 
the legal code. 7:7-25 


So I discover this law: When I want to do what is good, evil is present with me. For in my inner self I 
delight in God’s law, but I see a different law in the parts of my body, waging war against the law of my 
mind and taking me prisoner to the law of sin in the parts of my body. What a wretched man I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with 
my mind I myself am serving the law of God, but with my flesh, the law of sin. (7:21-25) 

(Here is the climax of frustration in Paul’s Letter, but then he offers the answer we are all 
searching for!)




Life in the Spirit 

The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus sets us free from the law of sin and death! (The 
new solution to the limitations of the legal code) 8:1-17


Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus, because the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death. (8:1-2) 

Our future glory will be great! - 8:18-30


 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 
going to be revealed to us. (8:18) 

God is for us and nothing can separate us from God’s love! - 8:31-39


What, then, are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? (8:31) 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am persuaded that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (8:37-39) 

Paul’s Concerns for the Israelites 

Paul expresses a deep concern for the salvation of the Israelites. 9:1-5


I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience testifies to me through the Holy Spirit— that I 
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and 
cut off from Christ for the benefit of my brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. (9:1-3) 

Not all of Abraham’s children were children of the promise. 9:6-13


Now it is not as though the word of God has failed, because not all who are descended from Israel are 
Israel. Neither is it the case that all of Abraham’s children are his descendants. (9:6-7) 

God can show compassion to anyone or harden those he wishes to harden. 9:14-33 


What should we say then? Is there injustice with God? Absolutely not! For he tells Moses, I will show 
mercy to whom I will show mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So 
then, it does not depend on human will or effort but on God who shows mercy. (9:14-16) 

The Israelites are a zeal for God, but it is misguided. 10:1-21


I can testify about them that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. (10:2) 

Israel has received a hardening in part so that the Gentiles might come in. 11:1-36


I don’t want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you will not be conceited: A 
partial hardening has come upon Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all 
Israel will be saved. (11:25-26) 



Living Sacrifices 

We must present ourselves as living sacrifices to God. 12:1-2


Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true worship. Do not be conformed to this age, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, 
and perfect will of God. (12:1-2) 

We should use our gifts for God. 12:3-8


According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts: If prophecy, use it according to the 
proportion of one’s faith; if service, use it in service; if teaching, in teaching; if exhorting, in exhortation; 
giving, with generosity; leading, with diligence; showing mercy, with cheerfulness. (12:6-8) 

Our love should be genuine. 12:9-21


Let love be without hypocrisy. Detest evil; cling to what is good. Love one another deeply as brothers 
and sisters. Take the lead in honoring one another. (12:9-10) 

We should submit to governing authorities. 13:1-7


Let everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority except from God, and the 
authorities that exist are instituted by God. So then, the one who resists the authority is opposing God’s 
command, and those who oppose it will bring judgment on themselves. (13:1-2) 

We should love our neighbors. 13:8-10


The commandments, Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not covet; and any other 
commandment, are summed up by this commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. 10 Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor. Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law. (13:9-10) 

It is time for us to wake up from spiritual slumber. 13:11-14


Besides this, since you know the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from sleep, because 
now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is nearly over, and the day is near; so 
let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. (13:11-12) 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires. (13:14) 

We should not pass judgement on each other. 14:1-23


Therefore, let us no longer judge one another. Instead decide never to put a stumbling block or pitfall in 
the way of your brother or sister. (14:13) 

We should build each other up, following in the example of Christ. 15:1-7


Each one of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. For even Christ did not please 
himself. (15:2-3) 



Closing Comments 

In conclusion, Christ came for both Jew and Gentile. 15:8-13


For I say that Christ became a servant of the circumcised on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the 
promises to the fathers, and so that Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, Therefore I 
will praise you among the Gentiles, and I will sing praise to your name. (15:8-9) 

Paul’s Closing Remarks. 15:14-33


God’s purpose is that the Gentiles may be an acceptable offering, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. (15:16b) 

Paul’s Personal Greetings. 16:1-16

 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send you greetings. (16:16) 

Final Instructions. 16:17-23


Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who create divisions and obstacles 
contrary to the teaching that you learned. Avoid them, because such people do not serve our Lord 
Christ but their own appetites. They deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting with smooth talk and 
flattering words. (16:17-18) 

Benediction 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation about Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept silent for long ages but now revealed and made 
known through the prophetic Scriptures, according to the command of the eternal God to advance the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles— to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ—to him be the 
glory forever! Amen. (16:25-27) 


