














The Creation of Humanity 
Genesis 1:26-31

Theology / Christian Anthropology / The Creation of Humanity

26 Then God said, “Let us make 
man in our image, according to our 
likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, 
the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole 
earth, and the creatures that crawl on the 
earth.” 

27 So God created man in his own image; 
he created him in the image of God; 
he created them male and female. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to 
them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the 
earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the 
sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature 
that crawls on the earth.” 29 God also 
said, “Look, I have given you every seed-
bearing plant on the surface of the entire 
earth and every tree whose fruit contains 
seed. This will be food for you, 30 for all 
the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of 
the sky, and for every creature that crawls 
on the earth–everything having the breath 
of life in it–I have given every green plant 
for food.” And it was so.  

31 God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good indeed. Evening came and 
then morning: the sixth day. 

• Human beings are made in the image of God to bear 
many of the attributes of God.


There are two kinds of attributes of God:


“Communicable attributes” are those we can 
share with God, such as love, wisdom, 
kindness, and grace.


“Incommunicable attributes” are those that 
God alone holds and cannot be shared with 
humanity, such as God’s

omnipotence (God is all-powerful) , 
omnipresence (God is everywhere),  
omniscience” (God is all-knowing).


• We were made to rule over God’s creation, which is 
our core purpose and explains how the image of God 
is fulfilled in realtime.


• God created humans male and female.


• Male and female are equally made in God’s image 
and are to serve as co-rulers over God’s creation.


• God has blessed humanity and the joining together 
of man and woman in marriage.


• After creating humanity, God declared everything 
created was “very good indeed!”


See Genesis 2 for an expanded description of 
the creation of humanity.


See Galatians 5:22-23 for a listing of the 
attributes of God we can share in. 

Synopsis: The Book of Genesis begins with an account of the creation of the world and of humanity. 

God created humanity in the image of God and set them to rule over the material realm. God blessed 
humanity and intended them to spread across the globe, serving as God’s representatives in the world.  

Application: We should show respect toward every human being as a creature made in God’s image. / 
We should practice responsibility as stewards of God’s creation. / Husband and wives should respect 
each other as co-rulers. / We should enjoy God’s creation, for it is very good indeed!


Observations:Genesis 1:26-31






Questions for Group Discussion: 

The Image of God: 
Consider the fruit of the Spirit recorded in Galatians 5:22, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control.” 


What characteristic of God do you need to grow in?


Make to Rule: 
What areas of responsibility has God given you?

How does the idea that God has given these responsibilities change your attitude toward them?


Husbands and Wives: 
In what ways do you respect each other as co-rulers?

How do you resolved disagreements about the core decisions you make?



