













The Heavens and The Earth 
Christian Cosmography

God / Our Creator / Christian Cosmography

Synopsis:  
God has created multiple realms that are expressed in the very first verse of the Bible. “In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  Christian cosmography is the study of the 
various realms of creation and how they intersect. Human beings are material-spiritual creatures able to 
interact with these multiple domains. Our physical body is the instrument by which we relate to the material 
realm through our five senses, but there is more to our existence than our physical bodies. Our spirit, which 
is awakened by the Holy Spirit, is the faculty that enables us to interact with the spiritual realm.

The Story of Creation - Genesis 1:1 
The Bible opens with the statement: “In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.” We should note that God created 
multiple realms and also that the word “heavens” is plural. 


The Call of Isaiah - Isaiah 6 
The prophet Isaiah went up to the temple in Jerusalem, and rather 
than seeing the material realm, he saw the spiritual presence of 
God and the angelic host. It was here that he received his call to be 
a prophet.


Elisha and the Chariots of Fire - 2 Kings 6:8-23 
The king of Syria came against the prophet Elisha and surrounded 
the city with his army and chariots. Elisha’s servant was distressed 
until the prophet prayed that God would open his eyes. He then 
saw angelic chariots of fire protecting the prophet.


The Birth of Jesus Christ - Luke 2:8-20 
The angelic host appears to the shepherds to announce the birth of 
Jesus the Messiah.


The Mount of Transfiguration - Matthew 17:1-9 
Jesus took three disciples up a mountain and was transfigured 
before them into a glorified state. Along with Jesus were Moses 
and Elijah.


Paul’s Writing - The Third Heaven 
Paul was taken up into the third heaven, the abode of God. (The 
first heaven is the daylight sky, the second is the nighttime sky, the 
third is the abode of God) (2 Corinthians 12:2-4)

Earthly Copies of Spiritual Realities - Hebrews 8:5 
The ark of the covenant, the holy of holies, and the layout of the 
tabernacle were material copies of things in the spiritual realm. 
“These serve as a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as 
Moses was warned when he was about to complete the tabernacle. 
For God said, Be careful that you make everything according to the 
pattern that was shown to you on the mountain.” (Hebrews 8:5)


The Saints Gone Before Us - Hebrews 12:1 
The writer of Hebrews alludes to the saints who have gone before 
us as “a great cloud of witnesses,” 


The Visions of Revelation 
The visions of John in the spiritual realm correspond to people and 
events in the material realm. 

Some Key Cosmographical Scriptures Conclusion: 

Heaven and earth exist in the same 
space and time. 


Human beings were designed as 
material-spiritual creatures able to 
relate to both realms. 


We interact with the material realm 
through our physical bodies. The 
Holy Spirit awakens our spirit so that 
we can perceive and interact with the 
spiritual realm.


Life Application: 

Jesus instructs his follower to give 
preference to the spiritual realm:


“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
(Matthew 6:19-21)

But seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you. (Matthew 6:33)

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:19)

 John 3 
The conversation between 
Jesus and Nicodemus explains 
spiritual birth. 


