

















The Temptation 
Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus Christ / His Life / The Temptation

Synopsis:  
The temptation is a key event in the life and ministry of Jesus, the Son of God. The Spirit of God drove Jesus into 
the wilderness for this event, and Jesus knew what he was about to face. If Satan can get Jesus to fall, Jesus will 
be disqualified as the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Also, in overcoming each temptation, 
Jesus is making the critical decisions that will define his future ministry and the nature of his rule over the kingdom 
of God. We should appreciate the gravity of this moment!

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 When 
he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he 
was hungry afterward. 3 The tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread.” 

4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds out of God’s mouth.’”  
(see Deuteronomy 8:3) 

5 Then the devil took him into the holy city. 
He set him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down, for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
and, ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so 
that you don’t dash your foot against a 
stone.’” (See Psalm 91:11-12) 

7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written, ‘You 
shall not test the Lord, your God.’”  
(See Deuteronomy 6:16) 

8 Again, the devil took him to an exceedingly 
high mountain, and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 He 
said to him, “I will give you all of these things, 
if you will fall down and worship me.” 

10 Then Jesus said to him, “Get behind 
me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and you shall serve him 
only.’”(See Deuteronomy 6:13) 

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels 
came and served him. 

(World English Bible) 

Parallels: Mark 1:12-13, Luke 4:1-13

After Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit led Jesus into 
the wilderness to face the temptations of the 
enemy. God wanted this to happen.


Jesus is the second Adam, the second 
representative of the human race. 


Jesus uses the Scriptures to overcome each 
temptation. 


In the temptation to make bread from stones, 
Jesus chooses never to use his power to fulfill his 
earthly cravings.


In the temptation to have angels catch him, Jesus 
chooses not to seek the glory that comes from 
people, as the witnesses in the temple would 
surely acclaim him to be the Messiah. 


We should also note that Satan can distort and  
use the Scriptures for his own purposes. 


The last temptation is Satan’s all-or-nothing 
attempt to get Jesus to abandon the core reason 
the Father had sent him: to establish the kingdom 
of God. 


Jesus appears to remain calm throughout all the 
temptations. 


After his victory, the angels begin to serve him, 
perhaps pledging their allegiance to the victorious 
Son of God and to his kingdom. 


Life Application: 
Knowledge of the Scriptures is essential for us to overcome temptation. But merely quoting the Bible is not enough; 
we must internalize the Scriptures and begin living by them. The Scriptures are to be a living Word that resides 
within us. Then, we will be able to overcome temptation by the power of the Word of God that resides within us.
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