
















The Baptism of Jesus 
Matthew 3:1-17

Jesus Christ / His Life / The Baptism of Jesus

Synopsis:  
The baptism of Jesus is the starting point of his earthly ministry. In the Old Testament, baptism was part of the ritual 
consecration of priests before they would begin their time of service in the temple. To facilitate this practice, there were 
baptismal pools all around the temple in Jerusalem. John's baptism was a baptism of repentance apart from the ritual 
cleansing of the temple priests and was performed in the Jordan River. Jesus did not need to repent of any sin but 
underwent John's baptism for the symbolic inauguration of Jesus' earthly ministry and as an example for us to follow. 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the 
Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But 
John would have hindered him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by you, and you come to me?” 

15 But Jesus, answering, said to him, “Allow it 
now, for this is the fitting way for us to fulfill 
all righteousness.” Then he allowed him. 

16 Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
directly from the water: and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him. He saw the Spirit 
of God descending as a dove, and coming on 
him. 17 Behold, a voice out of the heavens 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 

(World English Bible) 

Parallels: Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22

Jesus came from Galilee to intentionally begin his 
earthly ministry, having prepared himself throughout 
his childhood and adolescence. 


The purpose of his baptism was to consecrate himself 
for service to God.


The voice of God from heaven confirms Jesus as the 
Son of God. No one else but God would have authority 
to consecrate the Messiah. 


The Spirit of God was given to Jesus to empower and 
direct his ministry. 


The voice from heaven was for the benefit both of 
Jesus and those who witnessed his baptism.


Life Application: 

As Jesus was baptized, so we must follow in his 
footsteps and receive baptism also. 

Our baptism marks the beginning of our spiritual 
journey as disciples of Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit is given as a gift to those who undergo 
baptism.

Those who are baptized as children do not need to be 
re-baptized.

Yet those who were baptized as children, yet were not 
brought up to live the Christian life, may choose to 
reaffirm the baptism of their childhood.

At Hempfield United Methodist Church, those who wish 
to receive the sign of baptism may contact any one of 
our pastors or sign up to receive baptism at:
https://hempfieldumc.org/baptism

Links

Matthew 3:13-17

In both the Mark and Luke account, the voice of God 
from heaven says,“You are my beloved Son. In you I 
am well pleased.”

Leviticus 8 - Moses consecrates Aaron and his 
sons as priests by washing them with water.

Matthew 28:18-20 - Jesus instructs his disciples 
to baptize new converts.

Acts 2:38-41 - 3000 new believers were baptized 
on the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the church.

Observations


