


























Sermon on the Mount 
Lesson Two / The Disciples and the World 

Matthew 5:13-16

The Teachings of Christ / Sermon on the Mount / Lesson Two

Synopsis:  
After pronouncing blessings on individuals, Jesus went on to declare corporate blessings upon all his 
followers. Using the three simple metaphors of salt, light, and a city on a hill, Jesus elevated his 
followers to a role of prominence in God’s world. He declares that in following him, God will use us to 
change the world. But in order for us to fulfill God’s purposes, we must work together as one body.


Mattthew 5:13-16 

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt has 
lost its flavor, with what will it be salted? It is then 
good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden 
under the feet of men. 

14 You are the light of the world. A city located on a 
hill can’t be hidden. 15 Neither do you light a lamp 
and put it under a measuring basket, but on a stand; 
and it shines to all who are in the house. 16 Even so, 
let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.  

(World English Bible) 

Life Application: Open Your Heart to Others

God has opened his heart to you, and so he wants you to be open to others. God intends to use you to 
bring others to a knowledge of the truth and is ready to do his work, but you must be willing. If you are 
open only to your friends, you will limit what God can do through you. But if you keep an open heart to 
everyone you encounter, it will not take long for God to use you to bring others to himself. 


Main Points 

Salt of the Earth 
In Jesus’ day, farmers used salt as fertilizer to enable 
plants to become more fruitful. So God will spread 
the followers of Jesus across the globe and use 
them to bring a fruitful harvest of righteousness. 

God will use us for this purpose, but we must remain 
potent, so live righteously.


Light of the World 
God will use the followers of Jesus to bring the light 
of His truth to the world. God will not hide us, but 
set us in places were we can let the light of God’s 
truth shine. Knowing this, we should take advantage 
of every opportunity to speak God’s truth. 


A City on a Hill 
Together, the followers of Jesus are like a city on a 
hill. Our doors should always be open. Among us, 
weary travelers can find a home, so we must be 
ready to welcome others.

John F. Longmire

Discussion: 
How welcoming are the people of your church or small group? 

Is there someone new God has brought into your life? 
What is the next step you might take to share the love of God?

Live Righteously  -  Speak God’s Truth  -  Welcome Others 
Salt                         Light                         City


