






















Sermon on the Mount 
Lesson Three / The Proposition 

Matthew 5:17-20

The Teachings of Christ / Sermon on the Mount / Lesson Three

Synopsis:  
Jesus Christ came to fulfill the law and the prophets and to teach his disciples to do the same. The 
ways of Jesus are not counter to the Scriptures but reveal their true intent. By following his lead, the 
followers of Jesus can experience the holy life God desires for everyone. But we may need to let go of 
our former ways of thinking. The setting of the Sermon on the Mount gives us a hint of what we may 
need to abandon. Jesus had brought his disciples away from Jerusalem, the center of the Jewish 
religion, so they could listen with a clear mind and open heart, free from any distracting criticism. As 
they follow his ways, they will have to abandon the religious systems created and prescribed by the 
scribes and Pharisees and learn to live for God as free agents.


Matthew 5:17-20 

17 “Don’t think that I came to destroy the law or the 
prophets. I didn’t come to destroy, but to 
fulfill. 18 For most certainly, I tell you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not even one smallest letter or 
one tiny pen stroke shall in any way pass away from 
the law, until all things are accomplished.  

19 Therefore, whoever shall break one of these least 
commandments and teach others to do so, shall be 
called least in the Kingdom of Heaven; but whoever 
shall do and teach them shall be called great in the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  

20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, there is no 
way you will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
(World English Bible) 

Life Application: Pursue Righteousness

Righteousness is not flawless perfection, but a way of living that is pleasing to God. We often think of 
righteousness or holiness as unattainable attributes, yet here Jesus explains the necessity of 
righteousness as a basic requirement for entrance to the Kingdom of God. So we need to get serious 
about the pursuit of righteousness! Thankfully, Jesus will not merely declare the necessity for us to be 
righteous and then leave us to figure things out on our own. In the Sermon on the Mount, he will show 
us the way. We should be excited! 


Main Points 

Responding to the Critics 
The religious leaders of Jerusalem were critical of 
Jesus. They were probably dissuading people from 
following him by saying that he was a false prophet 
teaching people to disobey the Scriptures. Jesus 
countered their accusations and returned a harsher 
charge against them.


Keeping the Law 
Jesus made it clear that he expected his followers to 
keep God's commandments and said he would not 
overlook anything. 


The Proposition 
Jesus came to fulfill the law and the prophets. He 
will teach his followers the way of righteousness, 
and they will become the true citizens of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. His ways will be in stark 
contrast to the hypocritical practices of the scribes 
and Pharisees who opposed him. In fact, despite all 
their religious fervor, they haven't even entered the 
Kingdom of Heaven.
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Discussion: 
In what ways has organized religion been a blessing to you? 

In what ways has it been a hindrance? 
Do you believe that righteousness is attainable, and are you willing to pursue it fervently?


