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Notebook Outline 

Seven Principle Theologies 
This notebook will be structured around the seven classical Christian theologies, each of which has 
a formal name. While each study is a discipline on its own, they are also interconnected. They are 
as follows:


Introduction / Notebook Outline & Icons

I nsight: A synopsis of what we learn from this passage or topic.

Observations: General observations about the text. You may add more.

Links:  Similar passages for further study.

Therefore: What you plan to do with this insight.

Location: Where this page can be located in the notebook.

Suggested Reading: For further study. 
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The Holy Spirit / The Soul

The Soul

The Mind 
Human Rationality

The Heart 
Unbridled Emotion

The Will 
Self-Will

THE BODY

THE SPIRIT 
Dead

The Mind 
Spiritual Understanding

The Heart 
Loving as God Loves

The Will 
Submissive to God’s will

THE BODY

THE SPIRIT 
Alive

The Holy Spirit The Holy Spirit

The World The World

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:23) 

Life in the SpiritLife in the Flesh











The Holy Spirit / Study Guide

Study Guide / The Holy Spirit

Session One  
Created as Spiritual Creatures 

	The Image of God    	                           Genesis 1:26-30 and 2:7

	Spiritual Death	 	 	    Genesis 3:1-3 and 3:22-24 (expulsion)

	Prophecy Regarding the Holy Spirit   Joel 2:28-32 and various


Session Two  
The Holy Spirit and Jesus 

	Conceived by the Holy Spirit		    Luke 1:26-38

	His Baptism 	 	 	 	    Matthew 3:13-17 and 4:1

	His First Message  	 	 	    Luke 4:16-30


Session Three  
Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

	The Holy Spirit and the Believer	    John 14:15-26 

The Holy Spirit and the World               John 15:26-16:15


Session Four  
The Holy Spirit and the Believer 

	Spiritual Birth	 	 	 	    John 3:1-8

	Life in the Spirit	 	 	    Romans 8:1-17

	The Fruit of the Spirit	 	 	    Galatians 5:16-25


Session Five 
The Holy Spirit and the Church 

	The Great Commission	 	    Matthew 28:16-20

	Birth of the Church	                           Acts 2:14-21 and 37-41

	Spiritual Gifts	 	 	 	    1 Corinthians 12

	Spiritual Wisdom	 	 	    1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16

	Spiritual Witness	 	 	    Luke 12:8-12
























Genesis 1:26-30 and 2:7

Human beings were made in the image of God, who breathed his own life into Adam. God’s 
original design is that we would share both in the divine character of God and rule over 
God’s creation on His behalf. It is a glorious and noble thing to be a human being.  

v26.  Human beings are made in the 
image of God. 

As God rules over creation, so do we. 

v27. Both male and female are made in 
God’s image and given authority as  
co-rulers over creation. 

v29. Humanity began as vegan. 

v2:7. God breathed his own life into 
man so that we would bear his image. 
( In Hebrew, the words for wind and 
spirit are often used interchangeably. )

The Holy Spirit / Made in the Image of God

John 3:8  Jesus speaks of the new birth as an act of the Spirit that moves like the wind. 

The Image of God

I nsight:

Link:  

Observations: 

Therefore:

26 God said, “Let’s make man in our image, after our 
likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the 
livestock, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  

27 God created man in his own image. In God’s image 
he created him; male and female he created 
them. 28 God blessed them. God said to them, “Be 
fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 
sky, and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.”  

29 God said, “Behold, I have given you every herb 
yielding seed, which is on the surface of all the earth, 
and every tree, which bears fruit yielding seed. It will 
be your food. 30 To every animal of the earth, and to 
every bird of the sky, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, in which there is life, I have given every 
green herb for food;” and it was so. 

7 Yahweh God formed man from the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul. 

(WEB)

Genesis 1:26-30

Genesis 2:7























Genesis 3:1-7 and 3:22-24 

The fall of Adam and Eve cut humanity from spiritual unity and harmony with God, which 
resulted in spiritual death. The meta-narrative of the Bible is the redemption and restoration 
of humanity to union with God. Our redemption is accomplished through the cross of Christ; 
our restoration is accomplished through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  

v.1 Satan twisted God’s law to make it seem 
unreasonable.  

v4. Satan lies by suggesting God is the liar. 

v5. “Knowing” good and evil means 
“deciding for yourself” what is good and evil. 

v6. There are three appeals to sin: the mind 
(it was good for food),  
the heart (it was pleasing to the eyes),  
the will (it was good for gaining wisdom).  

v7. Their death was not physical but spiritual, 
being cut off from harmony with God.  

The result of sin is shame. Shame is often 
manifest externally (the feeling of nakedness), 
but the problem is internal. 

v22. God does not want us to live forever in a 
fallen state. 

v24. We were driven from the Garden to 
keep us from the Tree of Life. The Tree of Life 
reappears in Revelation at the restoration of 
humanity. 

The Holy Spirit / Spiritual Death

Revelation 22:1-4 Redeemed humanity is given access again to the Tree of Life. 

Spiritual Death

Link:  

Observations: 

Therefore:

I nsight:

1   Now the serpent was more subtle than any animal 
of the field which Yahweh God had made. He said to 
the woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat of 
any tree of the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the 
garden, 3 but not the fruit of the tree which is in the 
middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat 
of it. You shall not touch it, lest you die.’” 4 The 
serpent said to the woman, “You won’t really 
die, 5 for God knows that in the day you eat it, your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took some of its fruit, and ate. 
Then she gave some to her husband with her, and he 
ate it, too. 7 Their eyes were opened, and they both 
knew that they were naked. They sewed fig leaves 
together, and made coverings for themselves. 

22 Yahweh God said, “Behold, the man has become 
like one of us, knowing good and evil. Now, lest he 
reach out his hand, and also take of the tree of life, 
and eat, and live forever–” 23 Therefore Yahweh 
God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from which he was taken. 24 So he drove out 
the man; and he placed cherubim at the east of the 
garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to guard the way to the tree of life. 

(WEB)

Genesis 3:1-7

Genesis 3:22-24

























Joel 2:28-32

God spoke through the prophets of the Old Testament to foretell the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, who would restore humanity to God and enable us to participate in God’s work. 
In Old Testament times, the Spirit came upon various individuals for specific purposes. 
Sometime the work of the Spirit was rare. But now, the Holy Spirit is available to everyone 
who calls upon God for salvation:

v 28. God promised to pour out his 
Holy Spirit on all humanity without 
respect to sex, age, or station. 

v 30. There were astronomical signs 
associated with the crucifixion of 
Christ. 

v 32. The only condition God requires 
is that we call on the name of the Lord 
to save us.  

The Holy Spirit / The Promise of the Holy Spirit

28 After this, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
humanity; then your sons and your daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will have dreams, and your 
young men will see visions. 29 I will even pour out my 
Spirit on the male and female slaves in those days.  

30 I will display wonders in the heavens and on the 
earth: blood, fire, and columns of smoke. 31  The sun 
will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood 
before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes.  

32 Then everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved. 

(CSB)

Joel 2:28-32

Ezekiel 36:24-27 - God promises to put a new Spirit within His people.  

Isaiah 11:1-9 - Isaiah 42:1-9 - Isaiah 61 - The prophets foretold that the ministry of the 
Messiah would be empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

Prophecy Regarding the Holy Spirit

I nsight:

Links:  

Observations: 

Therefore:























His Conception, His Baptism, His Mission

Jesus’ ministry was empowered and directed entirely by the Holy Spirit. He was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, empowered by the Spirit at his baptism, and commissioned by the Spirit 
through Isaiah’s prophecy. 

v28 and 30. Mary found favor with 
God.  

v31. The name “Jesus” means 
“Yahweh (the name of God) saves.” 

v32. Jesus will be called God’s Son. 

v33. Jesus will be given a kingdom 
that will never end. This is what we 
know and refer to as the Kingdom of 
God. 

v34. Mary was indeed a virgin. 

v35. Mary would conceive by the 
Holy Spirit. 

v37. Nothing is impossible with God. 

The Holy Spirit / Jesus and the Holy Spirit

26 Now in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a 
virgin pledged to be married to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of David’s house. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 Having come in, the angel said to her, 
“Rejoice, you highly favored one! The Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women!”29 But when she saw 
him, she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
considered what kind of salutation this might 
be. 30 The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31 Behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, and shall 
name him ‘Jesus.’ 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever. There will be no end to his 
Kingdom.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
seeing I am a virgin? 35 The angel answered her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. Therefore also the holy one 
who is born from you will be called the Son of God. 
36 Behold, Elizabeth your relative also has conceived a 
son in her old age; and this is the sixth month with her 
who was called barren. 37 For nothing spoken by God 
is impossible.”38 Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be done to me according to your word.”Then 
the angel departed from her. 

(WEB)

His Conception - Luke 1:26-38

Jesus and the Holy Spirit
I nsight:

Observations: 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, 
to be baptized by him. 14 But John would have 
hindered him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and 
you come to me?”15 But Jesus, answering, said to 
him, “Allow it now, for this is the fitting way for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed him. 
16 Jesus, when he was baptized, went up directly from 
the water: and behold, the heavens were opened to him. 
He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and 
coming on him. 17 Behold, a voice out of the heavens 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.”  (and 4:1) Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

(WEB)

His Baptism - Matthew 3:13-17
 v16. The Holy Spirit came upon 
Jesus at his baptism. 

v17. God himself declared Jesus to 
be his Son.  

v4:1. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into 
the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. Jesus is the Second Adam who 
did not fall into temptation. Having 
defeated Satan, Jesus can command 
even the demonic host.  






Therefore:

16 He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up. He entered, as was his custom, into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 The 
book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. He 
opened the book, and found the place where it was 
written, 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim 
release to the captives, recovering of sight to the 
blind, to deliver those who are crushed,19 and to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

20 He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant, 
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. 21 He began to tell them, “Today, 
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
22 All testified about him, and wondered at the 
gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth, 
and they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”23 He said to 
them, “Doubtless you will tell me this parable, 
‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard 
done at Capernaum, do also here in your 
hometown.’” 24 He said, “Most certainly I tell you, 
no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But 
truly I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in 
the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up three 
years and six months, when a great famine came over 
all the land. 26 Elijah was sent to none of them, 
except to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman 
who was a widow. 27 There were many lepers in 
Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of 
them was cleansed, except Naaman, the 
Syrian.”28 They were all filled with wrath in the 
synagogue, as they heard these things. 29 They rose 
up, threw him out of the city, and led him to the brow 
of the hill that their city was built on, that they might 
throw him off the cliff. 30 But he, passing through 
the middle of them, went his way. 

(WEB)

His Mission - Luke 4:16-30
v17. The scroll of Isaiah has many 
messianic prophecies. 

v19. This messianic prophecy reveals 
the character of the Messiah’s work. 
He would be empowered by the 
Holy Spirit and inaugurate a ministry 
of healing, recovery, and restoration 
to God. Through this reading, God is 
declaring what he wants Jesus to do. 

v21. Here Jesus accepts God’s call 
and declares himself to be the 
Messiah.  

v22. The people spoke well of Jesus 
until… 

v24-27. Jesus said he would be able 
to do very little in his hometown 
because of their lack of faith. 

v28. …so the people tried to throw 
him off a cliff.  

v30. But Jesus walked through the 
middle of them. 




















Part One - John 14:15-26  
The Holy Spirit and the Believer

In the upper room, Jesus spoke in great detail of the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit enables us to live in unity with Jesus in the same way that Jesus lives in unity with the 
Father. Jesus gave his life on the cross not only that we might be forgiven, but that the Holy 
Spirit might take up residence within us. 

v15. The love of Christ and our desire to 
obey Him are preconditions for the gift of 
His Holy Spirit. 

v17. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth 
who will reside within us. 

v18. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus. 

v20. The Holy Spirit enables an intimate 
Spiritual unity between us, Jesus, and God. 
This is what is meant by the phrase used 
throughout the New Testament, “in Christ.” 

v21. The Holy Spirit is both the Spirit of 
Jesus and the Spirit of the Father. 

v21. Jesus reveals himself only to those 
who love him. 

v23. Jesus and the Father make their home 
with us.  

v26. The Holy Spirit is referred to as a 
Counselor who will teach us all things and 
remind us of the words of Jesus.  

The Holy Spirit / Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit - Part One

15 If you love me, keep my commandments. 16 I will 
pray to the Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor, that he may be with you forever: 17 the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world can’t receive; for it 
doesn’t see him and doesn’t know him. You know him, 
for he lives with you, and will be in you.  

18 I will not leave you orphans.  I will come to 
you. 19 Yet a little while, and the world will see me 
no more; but you will see me. Because I live, you will 
live also. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you.  

21 One who has my commandments and keeps them, 
that person is one who loves me. One who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and 
will reveal myself to him.” 

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, what has 
happened that you are about to reveal yourself to us, 
and not to the world?” 

23 Jesus answered him, “If a man loves me, he will 
keep my word. My Father will love him, and we will 
come to him, and make our home with him. 24 He 
who doesn’t love me doesn’t keep my words. The word 
which you hear isn’t mine, but the Father’s who sent 
me. 25 I have said these things to you while still 
living with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things, and will remind you of all that I 
said to you.  

(WEB)

John 14:15-26

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

I nsight:

Observations: 

Therefore:






















Part Two - John 15:26 -16:15 
The Holy Spirit and the World

Later in the upper room discourse, Jesus explained how the Holy Spirit would continue his 
work in the world. Jesus works now through the Holy Spirit to draw people to himself. We 
also participate in this work through the guidance and empowerment of the Holy Spirit who 
works through us. 

v26. The Holy Spirit will testify about Jesus.  

v27. Believers will share in this work. 

v2. Both the world and synagogues will 
resist the message of Jesus. 

v4. Jesus tells us in advance what we 
should expect. 

v7. It was good for Jesus, having finished 
his earthly work, to send the Holy Spirit to 
reside with us forever. 

v.8 The Holy Spirit will convict the world  

about sin - (negative) the root of sin is our 
refusal to believe in Jesus. 

about righteousness - (positive) without 
Jesus physically present, we need the inner 
testimony of the Spirit understand what is 
righteous and good. 

about judgment - Satan lies by telling us 
he is victorious, when in fact, he is 
defeated. 

v12. The Spirit continues and completes 
the work of Jesus Christ. 

v13. The Spirit will guide us into all truth, 
which is available to every believer. 

v14. Jesus will work in us through the 
agency of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit / Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit - Part Two

26 “When the Counselor has come, whom I will send 
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will testify about 
me. 27 You will also testify, because you have been 
with me from the beginning.  

1“I have said these things to you so that you wouldn’t 
be caused to stumble. 2 They will put you out of the 
synagogues. Yes, the time comes that whoever kills 
you will think that he offers service to God. 3 They 
will do these things because they have not known the 
Father, nor me. 4 But I have told you these things, so 
that when the time comes, you may remember that I 
told you about them. I didn’t tell you these things 
from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But 
now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you 
asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have 
told you these things, sorrow has filled your heart.  

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is to your 
advantage that I go away, for if I don’t go away, the 
Counselor won’t come to you. But if I go, I will send 
him to you. 8 When he has come, he will convict the 
world about sin, about righteousness, and about 
judgment; 9 about sin, because they don’t believe in 
me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to 
my Father, and you won’t see me any more; 11 about 
judgment, because the prince of this world has been 
judged. 

12 “I still have many things to tell you, but you can’t 
bear them now. 13 However when he, the Spirit of 
truth, has come, he will guide you into all truth, for he 
will not speak from himself; but whatever he hears, he 
will speak. He will declare to you things that are 
coming. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take from 
what is mine, and will declare it to you. 15 All things 
that the Father has are mine; therefore I said that he 
takes of mine and will declare it to you.              (WEB)

John 15:26 - 16:15

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit
I nsight:

Observations: 

Therefore:






















John 3:1-8

In order to perceive the kingdom of God, we must be born again. This new birth is a spiritual 
awakening that comes through the activity of the Holy Spirit. The new birth enables us to 
perceive the kingdom of God and live as its citizens. 

v2. The religious leaders knew that Jesus 
had come from God. Nicodemus is coming 
at night because he does not want to be 
seen with Jesus.  

v3. The purpose of being born again is to 
see the kingdom of God. 

v4. The necessity of being born again was a 
surprise to Nicodemus, even though he 
was a ruler of the Jews. 

v5. Being “born of water” references the 
physical birth in which our bodies were 
encased in the water of our mother’s womb.  

v8. The word for wind and the word for 
spirit are the same word in Greek, 
“pneuma.” 

v8. The Holy Spirit is the regenerating 
power in our spiritual awakening, although 
the activities of the Spirit cannot be 
predicted or manipulated. 

Holy Spirit / Spiritual Birth

1 There was a man from the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 
him at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God, for no one could 
perform these signs you do unless God were with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4 “How can anyone be born when he is old?” 
Nicodemus asked him. “Can he enter his mother’s 
womb a second time and be born?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6 Whatever is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.  

7 Do not be amazed that I told you that you must be 
born again. 8 The wind blows where it pleases, and 
you hear its sound, but you don’t know where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.” 

 (CSB)

John 3:1-8

Spiritual Birth

Observations: 

I nsight:

The Kingdom of God 
The kingdom of God is humanity restored to God’s design and purpose. God sent Jesus into the world to 
establish the kingdom, and everything Jesus said and did was part of this overarching purpose. Likewise, our 
purpose in life is not only to receive the salvation Jesus offers, but to become active citizens of the kingdom. 

The Purpose of Being Born Again 
The purpose of being born again is to see the kingdom. In the original language of the Bible, the word used 
here for “see” means “to see with the mind” or “to perceive.”  The Holy Spirit gives birth to our spirit so that 
we can perceive the kingdom, become one of its citizens, and learn to live by its principles.  

Again and From Above 
The word for “again” in the phrase “born again” is “an-ó-then” which means “from above” and “anew.” 
When you are born again, you have a new heavenly identity. You are no longer merely a person of the earth; 
you are a citizen of heaven. Your new identity renews every area of your life.






Links:  

Therefore:

Questions:

Can you remember a time when your mind was first opened to God? 

What are some things we as Christians can see clearly that others struggle to see? 

Why do you think Nicodemus could not understand Jesus at first, even though he was a high 

ranking religious leader? (After this encounter, he became a follower of Jesus.)

Matthew 13 - The Kingdom Parables 
Jesus explained the nature and character of the kingdom of God in a series of allegories known as 

“The Kingdom Parables.” These parables reveal secrets of the kingdom that are given only to 

those who acknowledge the lordship of Jesus Christ. 




















Romans 8:1-17

The Holy Spirit enables us to walk in newness of life. Life in the Spirit constitutes a new law 
(or terms by which we relate to God) that sets us free from the terms of the former law. If we 
attempt to obey God by our own power, we will fail. But if we walk in fellowship with the 
Spirit, we will live in harmony with God. The result of life in the Spirit is joy and peace. 

v1. Jesus sets us free from the fear of 
condemnation so that we can walk 
according to the Spirit. 

v2. Life in the Spirit constitutes a new law 
(or way of life) that supersedes the old 
pattern of sin and death.  

v5. Those who live by the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit. 

v6. The result of a spiritual mindset is life 
and peace.  

v7. Without the Spirit, we would be forever 
hostile toward God.  

v9. The Spirit is Christ within us. 

v11. The Spirit is required for us to inherit 
eternal life. 

v12. In Christ, we no longer have any 
obligation to the flesh.  

v13. By the Spirit, we must put to death the 
misdeeds of the Body. 

v14. The Spirit enables us to relate to God 
as Father. 

v16. The Spirit testifies to us that we 
belong to God.  

v17. We will both suffer with and be 
glorified with Jesus Christ. 

The Holy Spirit / Life in the Spirit

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those 
who are in Christ Jesus, who don’t walk according to 
the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the 
law of sin and of death. 3 For what the law couldn’t 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God did, 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 
for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh; 4 that the 
ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 5 For 
those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For 
the mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the 
Spirit is life and peace; 7 because the mind of the 
flesh is hostile toward God; for it is not subject to 
God’s law, neither indeed can it be. 8 Those who are 
in the flesh can’t please God. 9 But you are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit, if it is so that the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. But if any man doesn’t have the Spirit of 
Christ, he is not his. 10 If Christ is in you, the body is 
dead because of sin, but the spirit is alive because of 
righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him who raised 
up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
up Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, 
to live after the flesh. 13 For if you live after the flesh, 
you must die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are children of 
God. 15 For you didn’t receive the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, 
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 
are children of God; 17 and if children, then heirs: 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
suffer with him, that we may also be glorified with 
him. 

(WEB)

Romans 8:1-17

Life in the Spirit

Observations: 

Therefore:

I nsight:






















Galatians 5:16-26

The fruit of the Spirit are the character traits of God that can also be our own. They are 
available to us when we are living in fellowship with the Holy Spirit. These traits are in stark 
contrast to those of our sinful nature, so to live by the spirit, we must put to death the deeds 
of the flesh. 

v16. Walking by the Spirit requires 
our intention. 

v17. The Spirit and the flesh are in 
conflict with one another. 

v19. The deeds of the flesh are 
obvious. 

v21. Those who live by the flesh will 
not inherit the kingdom of God. 

v22. The fruit of the Spirit are traits 
available to every follower of Christ. 

v24. We must put the desires of the 
flesh to death.  

The Holy Spirit / The Fruit of the Spirit / Galatians 5:16-25


16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you won’t fulfill 
the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are 
contrary to one another, that you may not do the 
things that you desire. 18 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law.  

19 Now the deeds of the flesh are obvious, which are: 
adultery, sexual immorality, uncleanness, 
lustfulness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strife, 
jealousies, outbursts of anger, rivalries, divisions, 
heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these; of which I forewarn you, even as I 
also forewarned you, that those who practice such 
things will not inherit God’s Kingdom. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 gentleness, 
and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  

24 Those who belong to Christ have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and lusts. 25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let’s also walk by the Spirit.  

(WEB)

Galatians 5:15-25

The Fruit of the Spirit

I nsight:

Observations: 

Therefore:






















Matthew 28:16-20

The church is commissioned by Jesus Christ to make disciples of all nations. The manner in 
which Jesus wants this done is twofold. First, we are to baptize in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Then we are to teach everything Jesus commanded us. We do not do 
this alone but in union with Him by the power and presence of His Holy Spirit. 

v18. All authority in heaven and on 
earth is given to Jesus. 

v19. To make disciples, we must first 
go. 

We must make disciples of all nations. 

Baptism signifies our death to the 
world and resurrection into the 
kingdom of God.  

This is accomplished through the work 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Baptism is a threshold event that 
begins the process of our discipleship. 

v20. We must then teach everything 
Jesus commanded us.  

Jesus is will us as we do this work and 
will remain with us to the end of this 
age.  

The Holy Spirit / The Great Commission

16 But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had sent them. 17 When they 
saw him, they bowed down to him; but some 
doubted. 18 Jesus came to them and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has been given to me in heaven 
and on earth. 19 Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all things that I commanded you. Behold, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

(WEB)

Matthew 28:16-20

The Great Commission

I nsight:

Observations: 

Therefore:
























Acts 2:14-21 and 37-41

The Day of Pentecost was the festival of first fruits, which prefigures the first fruits of the 
Holy Spirit. This is the birthday of the church in which the disciples were enabled to speak in 
different languages and proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in people’s native tongues. 3000 
new believers were baptized that day. 

v15. People misinterpret the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

v17. The coming of the Holy Spirit was 
prophesied in Joel and other 
Scriptures.  

v17-18. The Holy Spirit is available to 
all regardless of age, sex, or race.  

v19. Astronomical signs were part of 
the crucifixion, and Peter identifies 
these as prophesied events.  

v21. We can receive the Holy Spirit and 
be saved by calling on the name of 
Jesus. 

v.38. Repentance is a necessary 
prerequisite for baptism for those who 
are conscious of their sins.  

If you repent and are baptized, you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

v39. The Holy Spirit is for children as 
well as for adults.  

God calls us to himself. 

v40. But we must also save ourselves. 

v41. 3000 people were baptized! 

The Holy Spirit / The Birth of the Church

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up 
his voice and spoke out to them, “You men of Judea, 
and all you who dwell at Jerusalem, let this be known 
to you, and listen to my words. 15 For these aren’t 
drunken, as you suppose, seeing it is only the third 
hour of the day. 16 But this is what has been spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 

17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God, that I will pour 
out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your 
daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see 
visions. Your old men will dream dreams.18 Yes, and 
on my servants and on my handmaidens in those days, 
I will pour out my Spirit, and they will prophesy. 19 I 
will show wonders in the sky above, and signs on the 
earth beneath: blood, and fire, and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned into darkness, and the 
moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of 
the Lord comes. 21 It will be that whoever will call on 
the name of the Lord will be saved. 

(WEB)

Acts 2:14-21

The Birth of the Church

I nsight:

Observations: 

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?”38 Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is to you, and to your children, and to all who 
are far off, even as many as the Lord our God will call 
to himself.” 40 With many other words he testified, 
and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation!”41 Then those who gladly 
received his word were baptized. There were added 
that day about three thousand souls. 

(WEB)

Acts 2:37-41




 Peter and Cornelius - The Second Pentecost - Acts 10:44-48 - The Holy Spirit was 
poured out on gentile believers in the home of Cornelius, a Roman centurion. Simon Peter, 
though resistant at first, recognized the activity of the Holy Spirit and baptized Cornelius’ 
household. 
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Therefore:
















1 Corinthians 12:4-31

The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to each person so that we might all share in God’s work.

v7. The Spirit gives gifts to 
each person for the common 
good.  

v11. All of the gifts come from 
the same Spirit. 

v15. No one should think that 
he or she is not part of the 
body because they do not 
possess a specific spiritual gift. 

v18. God arranges the parts of 
the body just as He wants 
them to be.  

v21. No one should say that 
someone else is not part of 
the body because that person 
does not have a specific 
spiritual fit.  

v25. God does not want 
division within the body.  

v26. We both suffer and 
rejoice together.  

v30. We should still desire 
greater gifts.  

v31. This is a prelude to Paul’s 
great chapter on love, which is 
1 Corinthians 13.

The Holy Spirit / Spiritual Gifts

4 Now there are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 There are various kinds of service, and the same Lord. 6 There 
are various kinds of workings, but the same God, who works all 
things in all. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the profit of all. 8 For to one is given through the 
Spirit the word of wisdom, and to another the word of 
knowledge, according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith, by 
the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healings, by the same 
Spirit; 10 and to another workings of miracles; and to another 
prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits; to another 
different kinds of languages; and to another the interpretation of 
languages. 11 But the one and the same Spirit produces all of 
these, distributing to each one separately as he desires.  

12 For as the body is one, and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, being many, are one body; so also is 
Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all given 
to drink into one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but 
many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I’m not the hand, I’m 
not part of the body,” it is not therefore not part of the 
body. 16 If the ear would say, “Because I’m not the eye, I’m not 
part of the body,” it’s not therefore not part of the body. 17 If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 
whole were hearing, where would the smelling be? 18 But now 
God has set the members, each one of them, in the body, just as 
he desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the 
body be? 20 But now they are many members, but one 
body. 21 The eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no need for you,” or 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need for you.” 22 No, much 
rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary. 23 Those parts of the body which we think to be less 
honorable, on those we bestow more abundant honor; and our 
unpresentable parts have more abundant propriety; 24 whereas 
our presentable parts have no such need. But God composed the 
body together, giving more abundant honor to the inferior 
part, 25 that there should be no division in the body, but that 
the members should have the same care for one another. 
26 When one member suffers, all the members suffer with it. 
When one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
28 God has set some in the assembly: first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracle workers, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, and various kinds of 
languages. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 
Are all miracle workers? 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all 
speak with various languages? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly 
desire the best gifts. Moreover, I show a most excellent way to 
you.  (WEB)

1 Corinthians 12:4-31

Spiritual Gifts
I nsight:

Observations: 




 Therefore:

















1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16

Spiritual wisdom is the gift of the Holy Spirit that enables us to see the world and our 
circumstances from God’s perspective. Spiritual wisdom is never self-derived, but is always 
God’s gift so that we might remain humble and offer God praise. God chooses those who 
are rejected by the world to be recipients of His wisdom. Those who do not believe cannot 
understand the wisdom of God. Through the gift of spiritual wisdom, we have the mind of 
Christ. 

The Foolishness of the Cross 

v18. The message of the cross is the 
beginning of the wisdom of God. 

v21. All of the world’s wisdom is 
inadequate to bring us to God. 

v25. God’s wisdom surpasses all. 

God Chooses the Weak 

v 27. God chooses those who are 
rejected by the world to be recipients 
of his wisdom.  

v29. God does not want us to be 
prideful. 

v31. Instead, God gets all the glory. 

The Holy Spirit / Spiritual Wisdom / 1 Corinthians 1 & 2

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are dying, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise.  I will bring the 
discernment of the discerning to nothing.” 
20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where 
is the lawyer of this world? Hasn’t God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For seeing 
that in the wisdom of God, the world through its 
wisdom didn’t know God, it was God’s good 
pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching 
to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for 
signs, Greeks seek after wisdom, 23 but we preach 
Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews, and 
foolishness to Greeks, 24 but to those who are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of 
God and the wisdom of God; 25 because the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26 For you see your calling, brothers, that not 
many are wise according to the flesh, not many 
mighty, and not many noble; 27 but God chose 
the foolish things of the world that he might put 
to shame those who are wise. God chose the weak 
things of the world that he might put to shame the 
things that are strong. 28 God chose the lowly 
things of the world, and the things that are 
despised, and the things that don’t exist, that he 
might bring to nothing the things that 
exist, 29 that no flesh should boast before 
God. 30 Because of him, you are in Christ Jesus, 
who was made to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and 
redemption: 31 that, as it is written, “He who 
boasts, let him boast in the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16 

Spiritual Wisdom

Observations: 

I nsight:






Therefore:

2:1 When I came to you, brothers, I didn’t come 
with excellence of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I 
determined not to know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I was 
with you in weakness, in fear, and in much 
trembling. 4 My speech and my preaching were 
not in persuasive words of human wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that 
your faith wouldn’t stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God. 

6 We speak wisdom, however, among those who 
are full grown, yet a wisdom not of this world nor 
of the rulers of this world who are coming to 
nothing. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom in a 
mystery, the wisdom that has been hidden, which 
God foreordained before the worlds for our 
glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this world has 
known. For had they known it, they wouldn’t have 
crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is 
written,“Things which an eye didn’t see, and an 
ear didn’t hear, which didn’t enter into the heart of 
man, these God has prepared for those who love 
him.” 

10 But to us, God revealed them through the 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the 
deep things of God. 11 For who among men 
knows the things of a man, except the spirit of the 
man, which is in him? Even so, no one knows the 
things of God, except God’s Spirit. 12 But we 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is from God, that we might know the things 
that were freely given to us by God. 13 We also 
speak these things, not in words which man’s 
wisdom teaches, but which the Holy Spirit teaches, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual 
things. 14 Now the natural man doesn’t receive 
the things of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness 
to him, and he can’t know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual 
discerns all things, and he himself is judged by no 
one. 16 “For who has known the mind of the 
Lord, that he should instruct him?” But we have 
Christ’s mind. 

WEB 

Observations: 

Preaching with Humility 

v1. Paul set an example for all 
preachers. The Word of God should be 
offered simply and with humility. God 
will use such preaching to bring others 
to Himself. 

Wisdom for the Mature 

v6. God’s wisdom is for mature 
believers.  

v8. Non-believers cannot understand 
the wisdom of God 

The Role of the Holy Spirit 

v10. The Holy Spirit gives us access to 
the wisdom of God without limit.  

v13. All spiritual things are 
interconnected. 

v14. People without the Holy Spirit 
cannot understand spiritual things.  

v16. In receiving spiritual wisdom, we 
share in the mind of Christ! 

1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16  cont’d 

























Luke 12:8-12

The Holy Spirit is active in our witnessing. So we should not worry about what to do or say, 
because the Holy Spirit will teach us in the moment.

v10. Blaspheme against the Holy Spirit 
is saying that the activity of the Holy 
Spirit is evil or that something evil is 
the activity of the Holy Spirit, and this 
is done not accidentally but with better 
knowledge. Those who reject the Holy 
Spirit in this way lose the means by 
which God draws us to repentance.  

v12. The Holy Spirit will teach us what 
we need to say and do at the moment. 
So we should neither be anxious nor 
prepare words in advance.  

The Holy Spirit

8 “I tell you, everyone who confesses me before men, 
the Son of Man will also confess before the angels of 
God; 9 but he who denies me in the presence of men 
will be denied in the presence of God’s angels. 
10 Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but those who blaspheme 
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.  

11 When they bring you before the synagogues, the 
rulers, and the authorities, don’t be anxious how or 
what you will answer, or what you will say; 12 for the 
Holy Spirit will teach you in that same hour what you 
must say.” 

(WEB)

Luke 12:8-12

Jesus before Pilate - John 18:28-19:16 - Jesus interacts with Pilate before his crucifixion. 

Spiritual Witness

I nsight:

Links:  

Observations: 

Therefore:




